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AN 


ADDRESS 


TO TRAX 


. 


RELATIVE TO THE PROPOSED 


HISTORY OF CHESHIRE. 


* unexpected partiality of many Gentlemen of Cheshire, and of the ap- 
| proving Public, to a little Piece, intitled, -“ A Sketch of Materials for a 
New Historv of Cheshire,” —has influenced them to express their warm and san- 
guine wishes, that the anonymous Author of this Piece would perfect and com- 
pleat his Plan, by an arrangement of his numerous Materials, into an exact 
and regular Narrative of History. Too cagerly perhaps imagining, that if a 
work of this nature could be executed with a spirit, and a precision, in the least 
equal to those partial ideas, which the Sketch of its Materials has excited ; the 
Historical Description of this County—s0 singularly distinguished by its peculiar 
privileges might be rendered as nationally interesting, as it certainly would be 
provincially curious and important. 
In consequence of these wishes, thus repeatedly conveyed to him from the 
circle of his friends, the Author begs leave to assure the enquiring and approving 
Public,—that the utmost exertion of his leisure hours, and of his (he fears inade- 
quate) abilities, shall be faithfully dedicated to these Historical Arrangements. 
And he sincerely joins issue with them, in his ardent wishes, that his duties as a 
parent, and as a man, indulged him with a greater command of leisure hours to be 
applied to this exceedingly laborious, though not unamusing, performance. But as 
a continual addition of new Materials will be continually adding, not barely to the 
sixe, but to the charge of this Provincial History—already too alarmingly expen- 
sive fora single and a private hand, —he finds himself under the unpleasing necessity 
of submitting the following considerations to the mature and candid reflections of 
the Public. Since their indulgent patronage, or their professed indifference to 
these necessary considerations, will finally determine him, either to commit his 
| A Historic 
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Historic Researches to the press, or to the silent and careful preservation of some 
general repository of letters. 

Amidst this flux of Materials, it is impossible to form any probable, still less 
any exact estimate, either of the sige, or of the expence of this important under- 
taking. But, with respect to the former, it is apprehended, that Three Volumes in 
folio will be barely sufficient to comprise the whole of its interesting particulars ; 
and, with respect to the latter, some opinion may be formed of its very consi- 
derable charge, from the multiplicity of its numerous Materials*,—These Ma- 
terials consist of Records in public offices, of Manuscripts in private or general 
repositories, and of Drawings and Engravings. 

The first article is sufficiently known to be particularly expensive; the second 
already amounts to at least 400 volumes,—all of which must be compleatly 
perused, and partially transcribed. And the transcripts of many of them will be 
attended with an increased expence, from the obscurity of the character in which 

they are written; as the Author has more than once too sensibly experienced, 


that the abilities of common amanuenses are by no means equal to the investiga- 
tion of them.—With regard to the two remaining articles, the Drawings and 
Engravings ; he not only wishes—but certainly means—to decline all such as 4 
may be merely ornamental, and to present the Public only with those Engravings, 
which may be absolutely necessary to explain and to elucidate the Work.-— 
The following concise account of them will convey some 1deas of his wishes and 
intentions. 

18, A General Map of the FOYER with the Arms of all the Families, di- 
gested into an alphabetical series. The number of which already exceeds seen 25 
hundred. 2dly, The ancient Seals of all the Corporate Bodies, civil and re- 
ligious, and of the several Families, as far back as they can be collected from 3 
authentic evidences. These already amount to nearly eight hundred; and are h 
intended to be equally disposed in alphabetical, though in distinct, series. But as 
Several Seals occur of the same family, in different periods of time, and under 
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See an 3 this multiplicity i in the pamphlet annexed, intitled—“ A Sketch of Mate- 
| rials for a New HiStory of Cheshire”—Sold by G. Nicol, Bookseller to His Majesty, Pall-Mall, 
London; and to be had of Mr. Billinge, in Liverpool; Mr. Hasledine, in REL and Mr, 


Broster, in Chester. 
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different emblems, all the Seals of each particular family will be arranged chro- 
nologically.—gdly, Plans and Views of all our ancient Castles and Religious 
Houses; some of which were taken, when the edifices existed in a state of perfect 
and entire preservation.—4tbly, Plans and Elevations of our most elegantly pleas- 
ing and Gothic Churches. —5thly, The sumptuous Monuments, and curiously 
Painted Glass, as they existed in the several churches of this county, in the year 
1596. These Drawings already exceed two hundred ; and an intended conti- 
nuation of them to the present time will make a considerable addition to their 
number.—6tbly, The Arms and local Curiosities existing in most of our ancient 


Halls and celebrated Mansions in the year 1587 : which, very fortunately for 


the Public, as well as the preceding article, were preserved by the ingenious la- 
bours of Randal Holmes, who made a personal survey, and accurate delinea- 
tions of them in the periods we have referred to.—7thly, Engravings of those Re- 
mains which may be strictly and properly styled Antiquities Roman, Saxon, 
and Danisb, Camps and Tumuli ; curious Vestiges of any of these Nations; with 
Delineations of every local and ancient Relic, which may be worthy of the no- 


tice and the attention of posterity. 


The PLAN of this intended HISTORY, agreeable to the several 
Heads of Arrangement. 


(1) The Work will naturally be introduced with a general and concise De- 
scription of the whole County. In which will be given some interesting Ac- 


counts, of the Manners of the Inhabitants, of their Pastimes, their Customs, and 


their Usages; their Particularities of Dialect and of Adages; together with the 
Rise and Progress of the several Rivers, the Nature of the Soil, the Products, 
the Commodities, and Manufactures.—But as the Author by no means intends 
any regular investigation, either of the History, of Nature, or of Art, his account 
of these last articles must be rather an outline, than a compleat History. 

(2) The Description of the Customs, and Usages, of the Inhabitants of this 
County, will naturally lead the Author to treat of the very singular Privileges, 
and the very peculiar Jurisdictions, which they enjoyed under their ancient Earls, 
or local Monarchs. The particular History of each Earl from the remotest æra, 
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and of each Monarch, will be given; his Alliances and Descents ; his Exploits 
in War, his Treaties, and his Arts of Peace. 

(3) The History of these local Monarchs will insensibly carry us to a Descrip- 
tion of the Capital of their Monarchy. Which will include an Account, of the 
Form of Government, of the Jurisdictions, Lists of Magistrates, Variety of Re- 
volutions in different periods of time; the Singularity of its Walls and of its 
Rows or Piazzas; together with every thing that 1s curious and important, re- 
lative to the most ancient and the most celebrated City of Chester. 

(4) From the Description of the capital City, the transition wilt be casy to the 
History of the County at large, This will be arranged under the several Hun- 
dreds in an alphabetical series; and the disposition of the parishes in every 
Hundred will be equally alphabetical, —Under each Parish will be comprehended 
the several Townships or Villages, the Lordships, and inferior Manors ;—the 
Etymology of their Names ;—the Possessors of them as far back as they can be 
ascertained their Pedigrees and Descents—their Mansions and Places of Ha- 
bitation—with every local circumstance, either ancient or modern, which may be 
worthy of recording, and of transmitting to posterity. And, to render the Narra- 


tive of these particulars as pleasing, and as interesting, as the nature of these sub- 


jects can possibly admit of, the Author intends to dispose his Pedigrees into ge- 
nealogical tables; and to collect all his Authorities of Original Charters, and 
other authentic documents, either into an Appendix to each Hundred, or to. its 
particular Head of Arrangement. 

(3) Hitherto we have omitted to treat of that branch of our Provincial History, 
which may be properly sﬆtyled— Antiquities. Under this Head of Arrangement 
then, will be given a regular deduction of all our Antiquarian Remains from the 
Britisb, Sazon, Danisb, and Norman, periods—Their Camps, Barrows, Sepul- 
chral Inscriptions, Coins; Relics, Castles, and Religious Houses. 

(6) The Account of these sacred Remains will naturally lead us to the Religious 
History of this County. In which the earliest period will, if possibly, be ascer- 
tained, when it became enlightened with the rays of divine truth—the first 
Foundation of its Episcopal Government—and the Restoration of it under Henry 
the Eighth ;—with some short Account of its Right Reverend Prelates, and of 


the most distinguished of its Dignitaries.—The discussion of these subjects will 


carry 
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carry us almost insensibly to the History of its venerable Cathedral; and to a 
particular Description of all the sacred Edifices, or Parochial Churches, digested 
into an alphabetical series. — This Description will comprehend the Saint each 
Church is dedicated to: the annual Wake, or Feast of Dedication; the festal 
Anniversaries, which commonly pass under the name of Rusb-gatheri ings; the 
ca of the Building; the Form of the Structure; the Monumental Inscriptions ; 
the Fenestral and Monumental Delineations ; the List of Incumbents as far back. 
as they can be recovered ; the List of Patrons; the several charitable Donations; 
the Value of, and Deductions from, the Benefice; the Quantity of Glebe Land, 
and particularities of Modes of Tything ; witn every other memorable and in- 
teresting circumstance, which may be strictly and purely Ecclesiastical. 

(7) The last general Head of Arrangement will be the several Lists of those 
Provincial Officers, and Magistrates, which have always been thought too ne- 
cessary an appendage of such a Work as this, to be capable of omission—The 
Lord Lieutenants, the Custodes Rotulorum, Chief Justices of Chester, Chamber- 
lains, High Sheriffs, and Representatives in Parliament since our imperfect union 
with the Legislative and Constitutional Body of this Kingdom under Henry the 
Eighth. 


Such is che concise Plan of this intended History. And the Author here must 
acknowledge his being perfectly sensible, that his Plan is entirely different from 
that of any other Provincial History. But he flatters himself, that his reasons for 


this difference will so far reconcile it to the public judgment, as to make it appear 


rather an optionable, and an useful, than an affected singularity. All our Pro- 
vincial Accounts hitherto published are, without exception, rather a kind of Anti. 
quarian Dictionaries to be consulted occasionally, than any regular and engaging 
Narratives to be perused with pleasure. The reader's attention is continually in- 
terrupted by a continual change of subject. And it is no wonder, that he should 
be neither enlivened, nor entertained, with the Narration, —when an unplcasing 
assemblage of incoherent, and inconsistent topics, obliges even the Narrator to 
consider himself, rather as a mere Compiler, than as an enterprising and enter- 
taining Historian. But surely, in a Work of this nature, it is not absolutely 
ideal to attempt an intermixture of the Mile with the Dulci. The reader may 


be 
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be entertained, at the same time that he is informed. And the writer's genius 
may be more awakened, and his abilities more exerted, to execute the work with 
spirit, and with precision, when his whole attention is entirely collected, and de- 
voted, to one single and invariable subject. 


Such was the Address which the learned Dr. Foote Gower offered, to the 
Public, so long ago as the year 1772 —and such was the Plan which he had 
nearly completed, when death put an end to his labours, and deprived him of the 


honour, and his country, at least for a time, of the advantage which would have 


been derived from them. That advantage, however, will now no longer be de- 
layed, if the nobility and gentry of Cheshire in particular, and the lovers of 
British Antiquities in general, think proper to renew their encouragement for the 
publication of the proposed History of the County Palatine of Chester. 

I am not only in possession of all the Materials of the late Dr. Gower, but 
have myself made very considerable additions to them ;—and 1 doubt not, but 


they will together form a very valuable accession to the Natural and Topo- 


graphical History of my country. | 
| J. WILKINSON, M. D. F. R. S. 


| Woodford, Esser. ” 


June 7, 1792. 


The following were the original Proposals and Plan offered to the Public by 


Dr. Gower. 
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The County Palatine of CHESTER, 


IN THREE, VOLUMES FOLIO, 


By the late FOOTE GOWER, M.D. 


CONDITIONS. 


I. HE Work shall be neatly printed, and each Volume shall be embel- 

lished with at least Twenty Folio Copper Plates. 

II. The Charge of this expensive Undertaking is estimated at 4,000 Guineas. 
—'The Expence therefore to each Subscriber will be Ten Guineas. Half to be 
paid at the time of subscribing, and Half on the delivery of the First Volume. 

III. Should the Author die before the Publication of the First Volume, the 
subscribing Money shall be returned. — And should he die after this Publication, 
but before the delivery of the succeeding Volumes, he then engages that the Work 
Shall be compleated and published at the Expence of his Executors. Or if more 
agreeable to any Subscriber, the last Payment of Five Guineas shall be returned. 

IV. To enable his Executors to preserve this Engagement inviolably with the 
Public, he has already arranged and digested those Materials, of which the Second 
and Third Volumes are to consist. And with the First Volume shall be delivered 
a Promissory Note, stipulating either for the Publication of the succeeding Vo- 
lumes, or the return of the last Five Guineas. | 

V. The First Volume shall be sent to the Press in the course of the year 1775, 
and shall be delivered to the Subscribers as soon as printed, and the Plates are 
worked oft. —The succeeding Volumes shall follow with the utmost dispatch. 

VI. Should the Subscription exceed 4,000 Guineas, the Author will Propor- 
tionably increase the Expence and Embellishments of his History, in point of 
Drawings and Engravings. 

VII. After the Subscription is closed, the Price of each Volume shall be con- 
siderably raised to the Non-subscribers. 

VIII. 
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VIII. Subscriptions are taken in, and Receipts delivered at G. N icol's, Book- | 


seller to his Majesty, Pall-Mall, London; at Mr. Billinge's, in Liverpool; at 
Mr. Hasledine's, in Manchester; and at Mr. Broster's, in Chester. 


AN ABSTRACT OF THE PLAN OF THE WORK, AND THE 
CONTENTS OF EACH VOLUME. 


Vor. I. GENERAL INTRODUCTION relative to the County at large, its 
Products, Manufactures, Usages, and Customs. Its earliest 
State—Erection into a County Palatine—History of the Seven Earls, or local 
Monarchs, their Barons and chief Officers—with a distinct and enlarged Narra- 
tive of the City of Chester, the Capital of this Provincial Monarchy. —The Cop- 
per Plates will contain a general Map of the County, the several Gentlemens' 
Coats of Arms, the Effigies of the Seven Earls from ancient Paintings, Per- 
spective Views of some public Edifices in Chester. 

Vor. II.—The Civil History of the County digested under the several Hun- 
dreds The Parishes in each Townships Antiquities local Curiosities - Suc- 
cession of the Lords of the Soil their Descents—and ancient Mansions.— The 
Copper Plates will contain several Classes of ancient Seals; Views of Norman 
Castles; the Saxon or Danisb Cross at Sandbach ; with other remarkable Anti- 
quarian Remains. g 

Vor. III. The Ecclesiastical History of the County describing the Reli- 
gious Houses Bisboprick Bishops Cathedral Churches Patrons and In- 
cumbents— ancient Painted Glass remarkable Monuments Tables of charitable 
Benefactions and mutual Rights both of the Parish and the Benefice.— The Cop- 
per Plates will represent Remains of Religious Houses; the Cathedral; distin- 
guished Churches; remarkable Monuments; and curious Vestiges of Painted Glass. 


N. B. For a more particular Account of the Plan and Contents, read a printed 
Sheet, intitled— An Address to the Public relative to the proposed History of 
Chesbire.—And for the voluminous Materials from which this History is to be 
compiled, see a Pamphlet, intitled—4 Sketch of the Materials for a compleat 
History of Cbesbire; Third Edition. Both of which may be had at the above 


Booksellers. 
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Sketch of the MATERIALS 


HISTORY OF CHESHIRE, 


A Letter to THOMAS FALCONER, Eſq. 


DEAR SIR, 


TH OU G H the common occurrences of life have 
diſſolved that pleaſing tie which ſubſiſted between us at Ox- 
ford; and placed us, not---/ongo proximi intervallo---but as 
far aſunder as Faſt and Weſt; yet, I am always happy in 
every opportunity of reviving this tender intercourſe, and 


converſing with you upon paper, even at the diſtance that 
accident has placed us, 


But ſure, my good friend, you are not perfectly ſerious 
in that flattering expreſſion of your favourite wiſhes --- 
« that my leading paſſion for our National Antiquities, and 
the pains I am ſuppoſed to have exerted in the purſuit of 
them, might all at Jaſt center in one point, and be entirely 
« dedicated to a HISTORY or Cntsnirt, For no one 
knows, or at leaſt ought to know, better than yourſelf, 
how much of the »:idnight oil muſt neceflarily be waſted in 

this laborious ſervice; and the great demand fo extenſive an 
R SD 
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undertaking is likely to make upon me, both in point of 
Conſtitution and of Fortune. Cheſhire, to its proper Hiſtorian, 
J will be bold to fay, is the firſt and moſt important county 
in the whole kingdom of Great Britain. Its original and 
peculiar privilege of having been for many centuries a mo- 
narchy of itfelf---z complete 7mperium in imperio — has 
preſcrved in the public Repoſitory of its Caſtle more traces 
and memorials of its ancient Records, than any other Pro- 


vincial Diſtrict can boaſt of. Add to this, the hiſtory of 


her Barons bold--- 


, | The mighticſt men of Bone, in her full boſom bred, 


--- as Drayton ſo poetically calls them; and in whoſe 
boſom they have flouriſhed from Father to Son* for 
ſuch a length of ages; and you will eafily conceive the 
almoſt immenſity of matter that offers itſelf to a Cheſhire 
Hiſtorian, 


— — —— — E 


. But if Glory and Honour, as you ſenſibly obſerve, ſtill : 
| bear their full proportion to every noble and every arduous | 


| taſk ; 
| | 1 I have given you Hugh Lupus's Charter under the collections of Henry 
| Bradſhaw, 

5 

| 2 Camden ſays, that Cheſhire always produced more gentry than any other 


county in the Kingdom, For there was no part of England that formerly ſup- 
plied the king's army with more nobility ; or that could number more knights 
lamilies. And old Speed calls it the Seed-Plot of gentility. 
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taſk; here is certainly ſufficient Palm to excite the honeſt 
labours, if not to raiſe the Enthuſiaſm of any future hiſto- 
rian of this diſtinguiſhed County. And with the view of 
kindling up one ſpark at leaſt of this Enthuſiaſtic Flame, 
I ſhall beg your indulgence, in the ſhort compaſs of this 
letter, to chalk out ſome imperfect Sketch of the vaſt Ma- 
terials. ſtill exiſting towards a Hi/tory of Cheſhire. --- Good 
Senſe itſelf, with a thorough knowledge of the ſubject, will 
eaſily direct the application of theſe materials; and then it 
muſt be left to the native generoſity of the Gentlemen of 
this County, whether their nurturing bounty will in future 
encourage any ingenious perſon to arrange theſe materials, 
and by regiſtring the acts of their great Progenitors, to reſcue 
theſe periſhing Records from oblivion. --- For my own part 
it will be ſufficient praiſe, if I endeavour to wreathe an Ho- 
norary Chaplet that may adorn the Brows of their choſen 
Hiſtorian, without preſuming to the vanity of placing it on 
my OWN. 


As the Dictates, however, of Reaſon are Herling in any 
kind of language; or, as Pope once faid to the Twlly of the 
age, {ince--- 


Plain Truth, dear Murray, needs no Fl:wcrs of ſpeech; 


—-So take, my dear friend, the eſſence of this whole argu- 
ment in the homely phraſe of Daniel King. --- That 


ce there is no County in England more famous for a long 
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« ſucceſſion of ancient gentry, than this of Cheſhire, will 
« not be denied; nor for ſetting forth their deſcents, and 
« memorable cmployments; in as much as the ſubſtance of 
all publique records for almoſt four hundred years are 
« carefully preſerved in the Caſile at Cheſter ; and that the 
% private evidences concerning the particular families of that 
County, arc, by reaſon of their /ong duration, leſs aiſperſt 
« than thoſe of many others, through the great and frequent 
changes that have befallen them in moſt places. It is 
therefore to be hoped, that the worthineſſa of the ſubject 
« will ſtir up ſuch, whoſe greater abilities may, by a more 
c exact ſurvey and ſearch into the antiquities of this ſhire, 
contribute farther to its honour, by reſtoring to light 
« its ancient glory, for the more ample content of all per- 
« ſons concerned therein, and their own laſting memory.” 


This ſenſible Extract from Daniel King, is the ſubſtance 
of his Preface to what, He is pleaſed to call - The Yale 
Royal of England.* But had the comic powers of that eaſy 


poet, Gay, thought proper to have given it a name; he 


would 


* The great Selden in his notes upon Drayton's Poly-Olbion, has this remark 
—** Generally in theſe northern parts of England, the gentry is from ancient time 
eſt preſerved in continuance of name, Mood, and place; and moſt particularly ſo in 
„ Cheſhire, &c. 


The only general account of Cheſhire we yet have. 
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would moſt probably have affixed to it the humourous title 
of the M hat D'ye call it of Cheſhire.* Since King's 
Work, as it ſtands at preſent, is neither fimply a Hiſtory 
nor ſimply Collections; but 4 farrago of valuable ma- 
terials thrown together in ſo much diſorder, that we may 
candidly ſpeak of it, as Milton does of the tower of Babel, 


— — Thus was the febric left 
Ridiculous ; and the work Confuſion named. 


But, upon this head, the ingenious author of the --- 
Anecdotes of Britiſh Topography --- has expreſſed himſelt 
with ſo much propriety, that I cannot forbear giving you his 
ſentiments. Speaking of Burton's Hiſtory of Leiceſterſhire, he 
proceeds thus : --- © The next county-ſurvey after Burton's 
cc was that of Cheſhire, 1656 ; indigeſted, indeed, and incom- 
« hlete; but ſuch as, like thoſe of many other counties, we 
te muſt be content with, till ſome native Antiquary riſes up 

ce to enlarge and new model it.“ 


Now, after what we have been told by King himſelf 
of the --- Worthineſs of the ſubjeft ; the further Contribution 
to its Honour; and the Reſtoration to light of its ancient glory; 


Mr. Gay has a Tragi-comi-paſtoral Farce by this title. 


2 Preface to the Anecdotes of Br. Topogr. page viii, 


4 # C Cart 
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can we conceive ſo ignobly of the great Engliſh blood of 
Cheſhire chief of inen, as to ſuppoſe them either indifferent 
or inattentive to ſuch a future Hiſtory of their County, as 
may in ſome meaſure be equal to the Grandeur of the De- 
ſign, and to the illuſtrious ſubject of which it treats ? 


Sentiments, ſuch as theſe, would be entirely inconſiſtent 


with that native provincial generofity which I have this in- 
* ſtant taken the liberty to hint to you. And when I ſpeak, 
1 my dear friend, of the ative generoſity of the Gentlemen of 
1 Cheſhire, I am authoriſed by modern facts, as well as by 
* the truth of hiſtory. But this generous turn of ſentiment j 


has always been rendered more eminently conſpicuous, by 


| | which ſeemed moſt likely to promote the peculiar Honour, 
and the ditinguiſbed Charafer of this County. Of this nature, 
certainly, was their celebrated Hoſpitality of yore: Which 


| 
| having been particularly directed to that point of conduct, 
| 


was really ſo diffuſively extenſive, as not only ſtill to live in 
Poetic Song, but in the relations of graver Writers. I ſhall 
i preſently give you inſtances from both. But I muſt firſt of 
all conclude this remark, by obſerving, that the modern ſons 


8 | 1 — The nobleſt Ceſtrian ſhore, 
| | Of our Great Engliſh Bloods as careful here of yore, 
i As Cambria of her Brutes; now is, or could be then. 
For which our Proverb calls her, Cheſhire Chief of Men. 
Drayton's Poly-Olb, Song 11. line. 5. 


of 
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of Cheſhire are not any ways degenerated from the ſpirit of 
their Fore-fathers, in the Provincial Character of Genero- 
/ity---If the Engliſh Roaſt Beef, and the Beverage of our 
Anceſtors, retain at this day any part of their former diſ- | 
tinction, except in rhime and metre, it is undoubtedly 
upon what old Drayton calls --- © The Ceftrian Shore.” 
And the Peers themſelves, thoſe national inheritors of Ho- 
nour, have not ſhewn more attention to the methodiſing, 
and illuſtrating of their Journals,“ than the preſent Gentle- 
men of Cheſhire have exerted in the Preſervation of their 
County Records. With this noble view, they have fitted 
up a Suite of Rooms in the Caſtle of Cheſter, I won't 
barely ſay with every Degree of Convenience, but with 
every Degree of Elegance. And if the great deſign is {till 
incomplete, it is owing to the want of a proper candidate 
for that generous Reward, which they have publicly offered 


for the Regular Claſſing of their Provincial Muniments. 


Let me now give you inſtances, both from Poetic and 
from Proſaic Story, of the ancient Hoſpitality of Cheſhire. 
--- The muſe, in Drayton's Poly-Olbion, ſpeaking of our 


1 The houſe of Peers are at preſent ſo attentive to this important ſubject, as 


to have appropriated a particular Fund for the noble purpoſes of arranging 
their Records. And out of this Fund, the late Mr. Morant of Colchelter in 


Eſſex, a Jerſey Man, had a munificent ſalary for Explaining thoſe Journals which 
were written in old French, 


Wars 
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wars in France, thus celebrates the Proweſs of the Men of 


Cheſhire, by ſaying that they had 


&« [.jvelihood of their Own, their Ages to Suſtaine ; 
Nor did the Tenants Pay the Landlord's Charge maintain; 
gut as abroad in Warre, He ſpent of his Eſtate ; 

*© Returning to his Home, his Haſpitabl Gate 

„The Richer and the Poore ſocd open to receive — 
They, of all England molt, to ancient Cuſtoms cleave.” 


And Fuller, in his Exgliſb Wortbies, confirms this pleaſ- 
ing account of the Heſpitable Gate, in telling us,“ That 
« the Cheſhire Gentry are remarkable for four Things; 
ce their Numbers, not to be paralleled in England in the 
« like extent of ground; their Antiquity, their Loyalty, and 
ce their Ho/pitaliry; no County keeping better Houſes, 
«© which, becauſe all grows on their own, may be the better 
te afforded. --- This truth has given riſe to a pleaſant ob- 
« ſervation ; that it appeared to all people that the Cheſhire 
« Gentry were good Houſe-keepers, becauſe they gave fo 
« many I heat-ſbeaves in their Coats of Arms; Bread being 
ce the Staff of Hoſpitabity, and WYheaten the Beſt of all 


« Bread, Indeed I myſelf have reckoned no fewer than 


Pages 771, 187, 


ſix 
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Aix and twenty V Peat-Sheaves, called Garbs in Heraldry, 
*« which are borne in the ſeveral Coat-Armours of the Gen- 
cry of this County” --- And he takes his farewel of Che- 
ſhire, by earneſtly wiſhing --- That ſome of their Hoſpi- 
<« zality were planted in the South, that it might bring forth 
c Fruit therein.“ 


Now, whether the plea/ant reaſon of this bearing in their 
Arms, mentioned by Fuller, may be the true one, or the 
reverſe;“ it certainly ſtrikes us with the agreeable appearance 
of an ingenious Probability, And as the higheſt inſtance 
of Cheſhire Heſpitality, he might have carried on the Allu- 
ſion, by telling us; that theſe garbs, or M beal Sheaves, 
are borne by the City of Cheſter, as well as by the County 
Palatine itſelf. 


: Our Author might have reckoned many more. Take the following cur - 


tory liſt, 

Birkenhead, Eden, Maxfield, Styche, 
Brerewood, Fitton, Merebury, 'L'1iflon, 
Cholmondeley, Groſvenor, Mylneton, Vernon, 
Colwich, Hatton, Oldfield, Weever, 
Cow per, Holdeſheaſe Preſton, Weaver, 
Cradock, Kemp, Raincourt, Wheat, 
Darby, King, Read, Whitley, 
Ded wood. Langton, Rutter, Wickſted, 
Dodd, Leftwich, Sandbach Wirrall, 
Doleman, | Maſterſon, Skellerne, 


'® Kent's Grammar of Heraldry has this Obſervation under the family name 
of Raincourt — ** The Bearing of Garbs, denotes a Perſon given to Hojputatity © 
and charitable to the Poor.“ 


D But 
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But as cal Cuſtoms, of long ſtanding, give us the 


eleareſt inſight into the Manners and the Genius of a 
People I cannot avoid reminding you, upon the preſent: 
occafion, that Frumenty* makes the principal entertainment 
of all our Cauntiy-M ales, and that no Feftal-Anniverſary 
can poſſibly be celebrated amongſt the Inhabitants of Cheſ- 
hire; unleſs, the Staff of Hoſpitality, as Fuller calls it, 
crowns the Social and the Fe/tal: Board. 


The above paſſage from Fuller, puts me in mind of a 
hmilar remark of the fenfible Verftegan, in his“ Reftitu- 
tiom of decay'd Intelligence in Antiquities,” The Modern 
names of Lord and Lady, he ſays, are only poliſhed contracti- 
ons from the Saxon titles of Hlaſord and Hleafdien. And he 
is certainly ſo far right, that whatever words are at this 
time ſtrictly and purely Engliſo, are undoubtedly nothing 
more than the o/d Sarom ones modernized, by ſmoothing 
away and poliſhing the roughneſs.---Your inquiſitive turn 
of mind has, I'm ſure, given you an inſight into this lan- 
guage of our anceſtors ; or, I ſhould have informed you 
from this author, that Hlaf means bread, and dien means 
to /erve or diſtribute it. The ſenſe of H/af, you know, we 
ſtill partly retain in the word lf; of which the Saxon 


term: 


» Our common People call it Firmitry---It is an agreeable Compoſition of 4 
boiled Wheat, Milk, Spice and Sugar. 
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term was moſt certainly the parent. A Hlaf-ford therefore, 
or a lord, amongſt our anceſtors was, one, who was the 
proveditor of Ceres, or the afforder of the ſtaff of life. And 
the amiable title of {Tleaf-dien was applied to the Partner 
of his joys and cares, as being the diſtributer of her huſ- 
band's bounty.---Whether the preſent refinements of life 
permit any part of the character of the Saxon Hlaf- ford to 
exiſt in the modern Lord - out of the bounds of Wirrall, 
« and of Delamere”---I ſhall leave to your own reflections. 
But the ancient H/eaf-dien fo far exiſts in the modern Lady, 
that by {till preſiding at her huſband's table, ſhe diſtributes 
his bounty to the ſurrounding gueſts, 


Thoſe, who affectedly ape the ſuppoſed refined manners 
of a rival. nation, want to laugh this cuſtom. out of counte- 
nance. But I own I always glow with an honeſt indigna- 
tion, whenever I ſee the /ub/fantial manners, and the ſenſible 
cuſtoms of our anceſtors, ſo miſerably fricaſſied away as they 
are, by profeſſedly mimicking the genius of a People ſo con- 


trary to our on. 


Let 


1 « We find that our Nobility, which generally do bear the Name of Lerd, 
« have always, and as it were of a ſucceſſive Cuſtom (rightly according unto that 
« honourable Name) maintained and fed more People, to wit, of their Servants, . 
« Retayners, Dependents, Tenants, and alſo the Poore, than the Nobility of 
« any country in the Continent, which ſurely is a Thing very honourable and lau- 
% dable, and moſt well beſitting Noblemen and right noble Minds. 


4 : — 
Verſtegan, Page 31 
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Let us now, my dear Friend, leave this ſcene of Cheſhire 
Hofpitality---where the Hlaford and the Hleafdien (till 
flouriſh as of yore---in order to celebrate thoſe, her Literary 
ſons, who have reflected honour upon their native ſoil, by 


endeavouring to preferve any memorials of her ancient glory. 
Amongſt theſe, I ſhall not preſume to rank the collectors 


of her pubhc Records within the Caſtle of Cheſter ; be- 
cauſe whatever care and pains they may have exerted, has 
been purely Offcial, I ſhall only fay in general, that if 
thoſe public Repoſitories of the Tower of London, the Rolls 
Chapel, and the Office of the L£Exchegquer, are of the leaſt con- 
ſequence to the kingdom at large; the Caſtle of Cheſter is of 
the ſame and equal importance to this our County Palatine. 
But there 1s one public Record, formerly preſerved in this 
Repoſitory, of much too uſeful and grand a Nature to be 
paſs'd over in filence.---Yon are perfectly acquainted with 
the Survey, which William the Conqueror ordered to be 
taken of all England ; and which went under the Name of 


Domeſeday Book, becauſe it was a recorded Evidence of 


Judgement in all poſſible Caſes of diſputed Property. Dom, 


or, as we now write it, Doom, being the Saxon Word for 
Judgement. But beſides this general Survey, which related 
to.all England, and to Cheſhire in common with the other 


Counties, 


Though Domeſday Book is generally ſuppoſed a Suryey of all England, yet 
the four northern counties are not comprehended in the Original Survey now re- 
maining 


bets, 13 "oy * 
r ** 
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Counties, there was a Dome/-day Book peculiar only to our 
Palatinate 3 and which undoubtedly took its Riſe from this 
ſenſible Inſtitution of the Norman Conqueror. Our great 
Antiquary, Sir Peter Leyceſter, frequently mentions this 
Cheſhire Dome/ſ-day in his Hiſtory of Bucklow Hundred; and 
he not only gives us ſome extracts from its Contents, but in 
ſeveral places he thus particularly deſcribes it --- There 
« was a Domeſ-day Book in our Exchequer at Cheſter for- 
ce merly, wherein many Deeds and Records were enrolled ; 
<« but this Book of Record is ow 1.“ And again — © In 
«© the Roll of the Ancient Chartes, called Dome/-day, an- 
<« ciently remaining among the Records at Cheſter, but 720W 
** of, and talen away, it was found --- Leuca quæ fuit uxor, 


« NO. 


But, with the leave of our great Antiquary, this invalua- 
ble Record, or at leaſt a Record which aſcertains the lineal 


maining in the Exchequer. The Saxon Chronicle however ſays, —“ tenuit Rex 
„ magnum Concilium, et mittebat ſervos ſuos per totam Angloram Terram, 
&* ſcrutari, quot Hydarumeſſent in ſingulis Comitatibus, quidque Rex ipſe haberet, 
et quantum Cenis annui,”* Chron. Sax. p. 186.—And all the writers of that 
age ſpeak of this ſurvey as extending over the whole kingdom ; though later 
ones imagine, that the four northern counties had ſuffered ſo much by tlie ravages 
of war, that the king's commiſſioners found it impoſſible to take any exact ſurvey 
of thoſe provinces. 


© Pages 220, lin, penult.—3 17, lin, 6. 
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and uninterzupted ſucceſſion of almoſt every ſingle acre of 
Cheſhire Property for at leaſt five hundred years, is now in 
my poſleſſion. I ſhould be ſorry to ſuppoſe it the ſtolen and 
the precious caſket o Ancient Charts, which Sir Peter tells 
us was talen away. But I own my heart leaps with a provin- 
cial Joy, when I refiect that accident has put it in my power 
to oblige my Countrymen with this Opus Aureum, this Gol 
den Record; ſo infinitely ſuperior to any Record now ex- 
iſting, either in the Archives or in tke Annals of any other 
County in Great Britain, And it Parliament has thought it 
an object worthy of National Wiſdom, to print the original 
Deomeſ-day Book at the expence of the Public, which relates 
only to one ſingle period of time'-. -it is ſcarcely to be ima- 
gined, that the generous good ſenſe, for which our County 
has been remarkable, would be inattentive to the public 
preſervation of this invaluable Record ; which faithfully re- 


giſters the ſucceſſion, not only of their Property, but of 


their Progenitors for ſuch a length of Centuries. 


But it is not only in the ſenſible Inſtitution of Domeſ-day 
Book, that this our iferior Monarchy of Cheſhire hath imi- 


The wiſdom of parliament, a ſeſſions or two ago, aſſigned 2000]. of the na- 
tional money for the publication of Dome ſ day Book. And if this noble deſign is 
ſtill unexecuted, it is owing to ſome difficulties in aſcertaining the be/# mode of 
publication. The Cheſdire Domes-aay, if I may fo call it, now in my poſſeſſion, 
conſiſts of two folio volumes, in a very ſmall cloſe hand. 


tated 


| 
| 
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tated the noble Example of its Paramount, and Parent-Em- 
fire. For if the latter had ſtill another valuable Record, 
from the colour of its Cover, and the place of its Preſerva- 
tion, called the Red Book of the Exchequer” ; our Empire of 
Cheſhire had equally its valuable Record, under the denomi- 
nation of the Red Book. The Antiquity of this original Re- 


cord is very great. It was once the poſſeſſion of the Abbey 
of St. Werburgh's in Chefter ; is written upon parchment ; 


and contains the Evidences of their Endowments, Copies of 
legal Proceedings out of Plea Rolls, their ſeveral tranſactions, 
and other authentic notices concerning this venerable Mo- 


naſtery. It is now very carefully preſerved in the Archives 
of the Dean and Chapter. 


Partly coeval with this Record, is a remarkable Manu- 

ſcript, frequently quoted under the Title of Annales C:/- 

trienſes, or the Cheffer Annals. The Author of this Manu- 
g {cript is unknown. It conſiſts of Annals from the Birth of 
1 Chriſt to the Year 1255; and particularly recites many 


& 1 There is alſo in the Keeping of the King's Remembrancer, an ancient Mil- 


3 


— 


cellany of ſeveral notable Treatiſes; which volume is commonly cited and 
called by the name of Liver ruber Scaccarii, or, the Red Book of the Exchequer. 
The Collector of the treatiſes in this book, is reaſonably thought by Mr, Madox, 
« to have been Alexander de Swereſord, Archdeacon of Shrewſbury, and an officer 
„in the Exchequer in the latter end of the reign of Henry the Second.“ 

Bp. Nicholſon's Hiſt, Libr. edit. 1714, p. 213. 


Hiſtorical 


= 
- 
** 


6 


t S RET HH OF THE MATERIALS. FOR 


Hiſtorical Circumſtances relative to Cheſter, with the re- 
nowned Acts of its Great Monarch, the famous Earl 
Randal. 


This Monarch, Randal the Third, ſurnamed Blundeville“, 
you, my dear Friend, perfectly know, was as celebrated in 
his time, as any of the Seven Champions of Chriſtendom. 
And what is more, the famed ſtory of his Atchievements, 
is as much founded in Truth, as that of the others is in Fa- 
ble.--- Robert Sangland, or John Malverne-- for the Author 
is uncertain -- gives us a pointed Inſtance in what manner this 
mighty Earl was made the principal Hero of the Rhimes of 
thoſe Days. He introduces an ignorant Monk attempting 
to chant Maſs, and giving this excuſe for his utter inability ; 


e can not the Pater Neſter, as the Prieſt it ſingeth; 
«© But I can Rimes of Robin Hood, and Randal of Cheſter. 
« But of our Lord and our Lady I lerne nothing at all. 


Next to the Cheſter Annals, in point of Time, is a H:ifory 
of the Earldom of Cheſter, collected by Archbiſhop Parker; - 
and depoſited with his other Literary Treaſures in Bennet 
College Library. The Title of it is“ de Succeſſione Co- 
© mituum Ceſtriæ, a Hugone Lupo ad Johannem Scoticum.” 
And it is ſo far faithful to its Title, as to contain the Hil- 


7 He was the Sixth Earl, or Monarch of Cheſter. 
Mathew Parker was conſecrated Archbiſhop of Canterbury Dec. 17, 1559. 
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tory and Atchievements of our Seven Ce//rian Monarchs. Ot 
this whole number how pleaſing is it to reflect, that, agree- 
able to the genius and the manners of thoſe Times, they 
were all of them patterns of Military Proweſs ! And in reſ- 
pect of Acts of real Munificence, every ſingle Monarch at- 
chieved---< Imperial Works and worthy Kings.“ The 
great Selden quotes this manuſcript in his Titles of Honour, 
under the character of the od Hiſtory of the Earldom ci, 
Cheſter.” 


If we are obliged however to the venerable Abbey of St. 
Werburgh's for the Red Book ; we are equally indebted to it 
for a learned Member of that Society, by the name of 
HANRWY BRA DS HA Ww. A ſenſe of Gratitude to the Charitable 
Inſtitution that gave him bread, produced a Poem in Ho- 
nour of the tutelary Saint, to whom his Abbey was dedicated. 
Webb, in King's Vale-Royal, quotes ten ſtanzas of 
his Verſes, and calls him“ our beſt Antiquary”.* And 
Fuller, in his Worthics of England, gives us the following 
account of him“ Henry Bradihaw was born in the City 
« of Cheſter, and lived therein a Benedlicline. He was a 
« diligent Hiſtorian; having written no bad Chronicle, and 


1 Pape 729. 
2 Part 2d. page 25, line 16, and pages 9, 11, 25, 31, 32, 
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« another Book, of the Life of St. F/erburgh. He flou- 


© riſhed about the year 1513. 


The Chronicle, my dear Friend, referred to by Fuller, 


has this Title-- De Antiquitate et Magnificentid Urbis Ceſtriæ; 
of the Antiquity and Magnificence of the City of Cheſter.—- 
But I muſt not conceal my doubts from you, that this Chro- 
nicle of Bradſbaw's, and his Life of St. Werburgb, are in 
reality one and the ſame Work. John Pits, in his account 


of this Writer, tells us---* that he is apt to believe his for- 
% mer labours were all ſwallowed up by another Work, 


« His Life of St. Werburgb, which is ſtill to be found in 


e ſeveral of our Libraries*.” And it ſomething remarkable, 


that if theſe two were diſtinct Works, neither Leland. nor 


Webb ſhould quote his Chronicle, though ſo expreſsly to 


their purpoſe ; whereas each of them gives us large Extracts 
from his Life of St. Werburgh. The one of theſe Writers 
too was the Cotemporary of Bradſhaw ; the other his Fellow 
Citizen, and of the ſame Century.---But whether theſe 
writings are the ſame, or diſtin, Works; can your Hil- 
toric Enquiries inform mehere theſe manuſcripts, “ ſtil 
remaining in ſeveral of our Libraries,” are in this age to be 


2 Page 290. 

# Pits de Angl. Scriptor. page 690. 

5 King ut Supra.—Leland ColleQan, Vol. iii. page 58, 
diſcovered 
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diſcovered ? For it is moſt certain, they are neither in the 
Oxford nor the London Muſeum ; neither do they lie con- 
cealed in that Mine of Learning, the Bodleian Library. 


The remains of Bradſhaw's Religious Aſylum might be 
reaſonably ſuppoſed to have afforded them a ſafe protection 
under its venerable roof; if the library of the Dean and 
Chapter had not been ineffectually ranſacked for this pur- 
poſe. The ingenious Author of the Britiſh 'Topography 
hath indeed told us---©** That Bradſhaw's Life in Verſe ot 
e the glorious Virgin St. Werburgh was printed at London 
« in Quarto 1521'.” But I fear it was a Life of this g- 
rious Virgin, compoſed by ſome inferior Author; and not 
the famous one in Metre of her grateful Votary, Henry 
Bradſhaw. My Reaſons are---that the era of its publica- 
tion 1521, is nearly coeval with the very æra of its exiſ- 
tence. And beſides, this circumſtance is not only unknown. 
to all eur Writers, but the very inquiſitive and very intelligent 
Biſhop Nicholſon ſpeaks of it, as Vill unpubliſbed, in the 
improved edition of his Hiſtorical Library, 17145. 


It is however certainly true, that many parts of this cele- 
brated Poem have frequently been tranſcribed by its fond 
adinirers. And particularly I have in my poſſeſſion ſeveral 


Page 119. 
Page 11, 
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of the disſecti Membra Poctæ. He writ in Stanzas of ſe- 
ven verſes each; frequently adding a couplet to the ſtanza, 
in order to round the period, and to complete the ſenſe. 
As a ſample of his Rhime---accept the Grand Charter of 
William the Conqueror to his nephew Hugh Lupus ; by 
which he inveſted him with the Seignory and the Monarchy 
of Cheſter. And indulge me a few Obſervations upon this 
moſt extenſive Act of Royal Munificence : not that theſe 
Obſcrvations can inform a mind like your's ; but as this ce- 
lebrated Charter formed the baſis of our Excluſive Rights, 
and conſtituted the grand ra of our Cheſhire Empire. 


THE ROYAL CHARTER OF THE CHESHIRE EMPIRE, 


IN OLD ENGLISH METRE, 


* The King gave to him for his Inheritance 
„The County of Cheſter with its Appurtenance— 
„By Victory to win the aforeſaid Earlidome, 
% Freely to govern it as by Conqueſt-Right ; | ©. 
Made a ſure Charter to Him and his Succeſſion, 
« By the Sword of Dignity to hold it with Might, 
And to call a Parliament at his Will and Sight, 
* To order his Subjects after true Juſtice, 
* As a perpotent Prince, and Statutes to deviſe. 


By Virtue of hir Grant --- ſays the Great Antiquary 
Camden! ---Cheſhire enjoyed all Sovereign Furiſdition 


: Camden's Britannia, vol. i. page 662. 
within 
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« within its own precincts. And that, in ſo high a degree, 
that the ancient Earls had Parliaments of their own Ba- 
rons, and Tenants ; and were not obliged by the Eugliſb 
Acts of Parliament. Theſe high, and otherwiſe unac- 
countable Juriſdictions, were thought neceſſary upon the 
Marches, and borders of the Kingdom; as inveſting the 
&«- governors of thoſe provinces with Di&#atorial Power, and 
enabling them more effectually to ſubdue the common 
© enemies of the Nation.“ - And agreeable to theſe 7 
powers, when the ſtyle in all legal proceedings of the Courts 
at Weſtminſter ran, Contra Coronam et Dignitatem Regis; in 
our County Palatine theſe pleas were conſtantly expreſſed 
contra Dignitatem Gladii Ceſriæ. 


This famous Sword of Dignity is ſtill remaining in the 

Britiſh Muſeum. It is in length. about four feet; and ſo. 

L unweildy, as to be brandiſhed with great difficulty by a very 
i ſtrong man with both his hands. The blade is twh-edged, and 
has this inſcription jmmediately beneath the hilt---Hugo 


Every Baron had four Eſquires, every Eſquire had one Gentleman, and 
every Gentleman one Valet for their Attendants—Erdefwicke's Manuſcripts. | 

The Barons too had their free Courts for all pleas and ſuits, except thoſe belong- | 
ing to the dignity of the Ears Sword; and they had power of Life and Death. 
The laſt ipſtance of this power was exerted in the perſon of Hugh Stringer, who 
was tried for murther in the Baron of Kinderton's Court, and executed 1597, the 
39th of Queen Elizabeth, 


4z Comes 
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Comes Ceftriz ; the hilt itſelf is decorated with pearls, 
But as a draught oi it would have ſhamed all deſcription ; 
you mult blame an ingeniovs Artiſt, for not having executed 


in proper time a deſigned cngraving,. from a very elegant 


drawing in my poſſeſſion. 


But before I conclude this article of Hugh Lupus s Char- 
| ter, permit me to remind you, that the ſurname of one of 


l | 1 his firſt Barons, and the incal dlignity of another,“ is ſtill 


1 j preſerved in the Right Honourable George Venables Vernon, 
1 ol Lord Vernon, Baron or KinpErRToN. And however light 
+ gur Cheſhire Honours may appear at preſent ; yet I am p 
1 | ſure your good ſenſe cannot avoid remarking---that while | 


120 | Lord Vernon enjoys his Modern Honours in common with 
&l many of his Peers; with regard to his ancient Barony of 


| Kinderton, he is moſt honourably and fingularly Peerleſs. 


„ This digreſſion, my dear Friend, from the account of 
* our Hiſtorical Collectors, I am afraid you will imagine to 


: Ricardus de Vernon Baro de Shipbrok.—Gilbertus Venables Baro de Kin- 
derton, Whoſe diref? lineal deſcendant, Peter Venables, Baron of Kinderton, 
died without iſſue male towards the concluſion of the laſt century. His dow- 
ager, the Baroneſs of Kinderton, ſurvived him to the year 1717 ; and they both 
1 | lie buried in the ſame grave in the chancel of the church of Middlewich.— The 
. | preſent George Venables Vernon, Lord Vernon, Baron of Kinderton, is a lineal 
"$49 deſcendant by the female ſide. 


be 
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be tedious, But I have ſo frequently hazarded the ſeem- 
ingly pompous expreſſion, of the---Monazxcuy, and the 
Emyire of CHESHIRE ; that unleſs I had produced ſome au- 
thentic vouchers for the truth and propriety of this expreſ- 
fon, I might have appeared rather to have written with the 
bombaſt of Bays in the Rehearſal, than to have . 


the grave fidelity of a Relater of Facts. 


ſhall now therefore proceed with my Sketch of the Ma- 
zerials, for a future Hiſtory of our Important County ; and 
ſhall endeavour to preſent you with a chronological ſeries of 
thoſe Literary Sons of our Mater alma Ceftrienfs---if you 
will allow me this expreſſion of filial Fondneſs---who have 
reflected Honour upon their native ſoil, by ſtudiouſly pre- 
ſerving any memorials of her ancient glory.---And in the 
firſt place, let me here commemorate the laudable example 
of WILLIAM ALDERSEY, Mayor of Cheſter in 1560 : Who 
finding the liſt of his predeceſſors in that office to be moſt 
exceedingly defective and confuſed, ordered a new and exact 
Arrangement of them to be made, with infinite pains, fidelity, 
and expence. We may eaſily judge how corrupt and im- 
perfect their regiſters were before; when the name of Aland 
de Il petley never once occurred in them, though he had 
ſerved the office of Mayor at leaſt in /cr ſeveral periods of 
time. And indeed the very great and material difference 
that 
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that appears in the ſeparate Lis of theſe Magiſtrates, 
given us by Smith and Webb — our next collectors -- is a 
plain indication of the extreme corruption that had vitiated! 
and defaced their Journals, 


Our next Hiſtorical Collectors, as I have juſt mentioned 
to you, were two Natives of Cheſhire, WILLIAM Smith: 
and WILLI WreBBz who gleaned up their celebrated 
Memorials of the ancient Glory of our Palatinate almoſt two 
hundred years ago. Though their labours have been con- 
ſecrated to poſterity hand in hand, yet Sith is rather 
prior to Webb in point of time. He was a Purſuivant at 
Arms, by the ſtyle and title of Rouge Dragon ; and appears. 
to have made his collections about the year 1590. A copy 
of theſe Collections was entruſted to the faithful preſerva- 
tion of Sir Ranulph Crew, Knt. Lord Chief Juſtice of the 
Court of King's Bench ; and the attentive regard of Mr. 
Ranulph Crew, his Lordſhip's grandſon, for the honour of 
learning, and his native County, reſcued this copy from its 
not diſhonourable concealment, into that-diſtinguiſhed ſtation 
which it has ſince enjoyed.---William Smith's. literary and 
antiquarian aſſociate, William Webb, had a learned educa- 
tion in our celebrated Univerſity of Oxford; where he took. 


Their united labours, form the Bulk of King's Vale- Royal, publiſhed in Folio 


the 


2656, 
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the regular degree of Maſter of Arts', He had always a 
turn and paſſion for Leiters; though the -- Res anguſta 
Domi -- the narrowneſs of his circumſtances, obliged him to 
ſubmit to the diſagreeable drudgery of being many 
years clerk in the Mayor's Court at Cheſter; and in 
the year 1615, he ſerved the office of Under-Sheriff to 
Sir Richard Lea, of Lea and Dernhale, Knt. At this 
time he was between fifty and fixty years of age; and 
moſt probably made his Collections ſome where about 1600. 
Very fortunately {or the public, theſe Collections, like thoſe 
of Smith's, were reſcued from their concealment, by the 
favourable patronage of Sir Simon Archer, of Tamworth in 
the County of Warwick, Knt. a great admirer of our Na- 
tional Antiquities. 


But before I finally take my leave of our two preſent 
Collectors, I muſt communicate an anecdote to you about 
William Webb, which is much to his credit as a writer; 
and yet 1s almoſt obſcured with the Mantle of Oblivion.--- 
It you ever attended, my dear Friend, to the ſtile of his 
Itinerary through the ſeveral Hundreds, you will obſerve a 
Poetic Manner in his Diction. In one place he favours us 


] have very great reaſon to believe he was a Member of cur then newly founded 
College of Brazen- Noſe. But the printed Catalogues of our Oxford Graduates, 


go no higher than 1659, 
FI witl 
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with the concluſion of an encomium upon Sir Hugh Chot- 
mondeley in Latin and Engliſh verſe, and in another with 
fore ſtanzas upon a grandſon of Sir John Savage; both 
compoſitions profeſſedly his own. But I dare engage, you 
are entircly ignorant, that this faid William Webb, © here- 
« tore a clerk in the H Hor's Court at Cheſter, and fome 
© time Under-Sheriff to ir Richard Lea,” hath left us in 
Print, a very pleaſing, ii 210us, and ſenſible account of the 
beautics and defects of Engliſh poetry' ; which he compoſed 
ſoon after he had taken his regular degree of Maſter of Arts. 


Having mentioned the benevolent hands that reſcued 
theſe periſhing memorials from oblivion; I ought not 
to conccal from you, that DaxIEr. Kins, a native of our 
Palatinate, was the perſon they made choice of to give 
them birth. King had travelled into foreign parts; where 
he acquired the ingenious accompliſhments of cngsaving 


and /urveyinsg. And by tac help of theſe, his acquired ta- 


| lents, he has embelliſhed his Work with a varicty of uſe- 


ful, curious, and ornamental Sculptures.---A cotemporary 
writer pays him this compliment upon his creative and pre- 


erding talent of engraving— That in proceſs of time, he 


* The title runs thus: * A Diſcourſe of Engliſh Poetry: together with the 
„ Autho:'s Judgement touching the Reformation of our Englith Verſe. — By 
„William Webb, Graduate, —Imprinted at London, by John Charlewood, 
* .Quarto, 1386.“ 
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ce hoped Daniel King might outſtrip the piety of king Ed- 
© gar; erecting more Abbies in braſs, than this Monarch 


did in one; though he is {aid to have built as many as 


there were days in the year.” And he concludes with this 
encomium in metre--- 


% Kivnocus CESTRENST, CESTRENSS-PaTRIA KN Go, 
„ Lucem, alternatim, debet ulergue ſuam. 


© CHESHHNE To Kino, and KING To CHESHIRE, owes 
* His Liglii; fince each receives, what each be7cavs." 


But after all theſe extravagant encomiums, if the Ce- 
tic Hand of Daniel King had reduced the anformed Ein- 
brio-Coliz&ions of Smith and Webb, into ſome regula- 
rity of form and ſhape; by reducing the two parts into a 
methodical ſeries of hiſtory---this publication might have 
reflected rays of ſplendor upon our illuſtrious County. 
Whereas KixngG's-Vartt-Rorvar, in its preſent ſtate of confu- 
ſon, notwithſtanding its poxporrs title, and notwithſtanding 
it ſells for four guineas, is neither more nor leſs than what I 
have already told you---a mere farrzg0 of valuable mate- 
rials. And, what is worſe for the public, he has not only 
tranſpoſed ſome parts of the original labours of his two Au- 
thors, but he has publiſhed from a very defective copy; ſince 
I have in my poſſeſſion an AurrN TIC Maxvscrier of this 


W Fulicr's Wortlies of England, page 184. 
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Work, infinitely more full, and more exact, than even the 
printed Book of Daniel King.“ 


Upon this laſt article, my dear Friend, I have rather 
been. diffuſively minute; eſpecially too, as the memorials of 
our Palatinate already publiſhed are no part of my profeſſed 
deſign in this Letter. But fince the who/e merit of theſe two 
deſerving Collectors has been entirely abſorbed by the infi- 
nitely /e/s meritorious name of Kix; I was willing to preſerve 
ſome Anecdotes, of one of them at leaſt, not generally known. 


And I was beſides defirous of pointing out a much more 
correct, and much more improved edition of this Work--- 


V the Great Engliſh Blood of Cheſhire chief of Men ſhould have 
unhappily contracted thoſe infirmities of old age,* as to have 


Sir William Dugdale is ſo far from paffing any extravagant encomiums 
upon our publiſher and countryman, Xing; that he calls him a meſt ignorant, 
filly knave. But I hope the worthy Knight means Inave, in the antiquated Eng- 
liſh ſenſe of, fellow, or ſervant, The old Engliſh tranſlation of the Bible has, 
% Paul the nave of Jeſus Chriſt.” And if we may believe the beſt commenta- 
tors upon Virgil, this correct Poet uſes the Latin word, fur, in the preciſe ſenſe 
of our antiquated word, knave— | 


Quid Domini facient, audent cum talia Fures ? 
Ecloga ui. ver. 16. 


a Gelidus, tardante ſenecta, 
Hebet Sanguis, frigentque eſſætæ in Corpore Vires, 
Vurg. En. v. ver. 395- 


Ten 
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rendered them cold and indifferent to ſuch a future Hiſtory 
of their PLATIN ATE, as may in ſome meaſure be equal 
to the grandeur of the deſign, and to the illuſtrious ſubject 
it is to treat of. 


But now I have taken my leave of this famous Literary 
Triumvirate--I ſcarcely know where to turn myſelf, For 
the example and encouragement of our great Antiquaries, 
CamMpten, CoTToNn, and SeELMAn, had raiſed ſuch an en- 
thuſiaſtic paſſion for the ſtudy of our Antiquities about this 
æra- that, with your leave, I might almoſt venture to 
call it the Auguſtan Age of Antiquarian Writers. And in- 
deed, ſeveral of thoſe Jam now going to commemorate, 
were rather Cotemporaries to our laſt Collectors, and to 
each other; than by any means capable of being reduced to 
a regular ſeries of Chronological Succeſſion. 


Coeval then with the preceding, was LAUREN BosroREH; 


r, as he uſually ſtiled himſelf, from the place of his birth, 


and habitation--de Boftoke.'--- This local name having dif- 
tinguiſhed one of the firſt families in the County.---The 
materials he has left behind him are extremely valuable; 


2 « The river Dan then runs by Boſtock ; the ancient ſeat of the noble and 
i* knightly family of the Boſtocks. Whoſe vaſt eſtates paſſed to John Savage, 
by a marriage with Anne, grand-daughter of Sir Adam de Boſftock, Knight.“ 
-Camden's Britan. vol. i. page 677.—Laurence always ſpelt his name Baſtobe. 


I and 
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and are contained in one Folio Volume, cloſely written, 
in a very bad hand. The Articles are Miſcellaneous ; 
Deſeents, Pedigrees, Moles of Families, Extrafts from old 
Deeds and Records; and, what is above all, an accurate Vi- 
fitation of moſt of our Churches before that ſacrilegious Deſtruc- 
tion in the Civil Nan. Whatever was remarkable here, he 
has attempted to delineate. But he was a bad draughtſman ; 
and though his deſigns may be faithful repreſentations, yet 
they are by no means the Work of any Artiſt. 


Cotemporary with Laurence de Boſtoke was SaursoN ERr- 
DESWICKE 3 Who about the year 1553 laid the foundations 
of his future learning in a College at Oxford, which, you 
and I, ſhall always remember with reſpe& and veneration. 
Properly ſpeaking, he is the great Antiquary of Szafford- 
ſhire ; not barely as being a native, but as having princi- 
pally collected for that County. The ſurvey of this, his 
native ſoil, has appeared in print; with an. account- of 
Beeſton Caſtle in Cheſhire, annexed to it. But that he de- 
ſigned us larger views, he himſelf aſſures us; and that in | 
part he executed theſe views, the collacous he has left be- 
hind him amply teſtify. In his printed ſurvey, -he thus ex- 
preſſes himſelf to a friend--< Having diſpoſed with myſelf 
{© to take a further view of the ſhires of Stafford and Che- 


<: ſhire, according to promiſe ; I have ſet down what 1 
«© have 
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ce have found, or can yet learn. And theſe Cheſhire Di 
coveries, or at leaſt part of them, are ſtill preſerved in two 
pretty thick quarto, and two octavo manuſcripts. The 
contents of theſe volumes, like thoſe of Laurence Boſtoke, 
are miſcellaneous. They are Deſcents, Pedigrees, Motes 
of Families, a Villare of the whole County, the Names of 
all thoſe who held in Capite, with the ancient Revenue of the 
Palatinate ; and, to crown alla variety of Extras from 
ancient Charters, relative to the ſeveral Grants of Maxoss 
to which he has affixed very fair draughts of an infinite num- 


ber of CURIOUS SEALS. 


But having mentioned the Vur/ng-College that ſupplied 
Erdeſwicke with the Mill of polite Literature -- will you 
permit me to give you an Anecdote, of the firſt Exiſtence 
of our Literary Parent; which--agreeable to a former ex- 
preſſion--is entirely obſcured by the Mantle of Oblivion, 
even within the circle of her own family ® The founders of 


Brazen-WVoſe College, you know, were WILLIAu Smitn, Bi- 


ſhop of Lincoln, and Sir Richaxp SuTToxN. The latter of 
whom could pride himſelf with William of Wickham", that 
if he was not himſelf a man of learning, he was determined 


to be the Means of inſtilling it into others. And indeed the 


ſeveral Preſervers of the ancient Glory of our Palatinate, 


Founder of New College Oxſord. 
whom 
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and are contained in one Folio Volume, cloſely written, 
in a very bad hand. The Articles are Miſcellaneous ; 
Deſcents, Pedigrees, Motes of Families, Extracts from old 
Deeds and Records; and, what is above all, an accurate Vi- 
fitation of moſt of our Churches before that ſacrilegious Deſtruc- 
tion in the Civil Mar. Whatever was remarkable here, he 
has attempted to delineate. But he was a bad draughtſman ; 
and though his defigns may be faithful repreſentations, yet 
they are by no means the Work of any Artiſt. 


Cotemporary with Laurence de Boſtoke was SamesoN ER- 
DESWICKE 3 Who about the year 1553 laid the foundations 
of his future learning in a College at Oxford, which, you 
and I, ſhall always remember with reſpect and veneration. 
Properly ſpeaking, he is the great Antiquary of Stafford- 
ſhire ; not barely as being a native, but as having princi- 
pally collected for that County. The ſurvey of this, his 
native ſoil, has appeared in print; with an account of 
Beeſton Caſtle in Cheſhire, annexed to it. But that he de- 
ſigned us larger views, he himſelf aſſures us; and that in 
part he executed theſe views, the collections he has left be- 
hind him amply teftify. In his printed ſurvey, he thus ex- 
preſſes himſelf to a friend Having diſpoſed with myſelf 
{© to take a further view of the ſhires of Stafford and Che- 


< ſhire, according to promiſe ; I have ſet down what TI 
ce have 
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have found, or can yet learn.” ---And theſe Cheſbire Di/- 
coveries, or at leaſt part of them, are ſtill preſerved in two 
pretty thick quarto, and two octavo manuſcripts. The 
contents of thele volumes, like thoſe of Laurence Boſtoke, 
are miſcellaneous. They are Deſcent, Pedigrees, Wotes 
of Families, a Villare of the whole County, the Names of 
all thoſe who held in Capite, with the ancient Revenue of the 
Palatinate ; and, to crown alla variety of Extras from: 
ancient Charters, relative to the ſeveral Grants of Maxoxs ; 
to which he has affixed very fair draughts of an infinite num- 


ber of CURIOUS SEALS. 


But having mentioned the Mus ſing-College that ſupplied 
Erdeſwicke with the Mill of polite Literature -- will you 
permit me to give you an Anecdote, of the firſt Exiſtence 
of our Literary Parent; which--agreeable to a former ex- 
preſſion-- is entirely obſcured by the Mantle of Oblivion, 
even within the circle of her own family ® The founders of 
Brazen-{Voſe College, you know, were WILLIAu SMITH, Bi- 
ſhop of Lincoln, and Sir Ricyarr SUTTON. The latter of 
whom could pride himſelf with William of Wickham", that 
if he was not himſelf a man of learning, he was determined 
to be the Means of inſtilling it into others. And indeed the 
ſeveral Preſervers of the ancient Glory of our Palatinate, 


Founder of New College Oxſord. 
whom 
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whom I am now commemorating ; and, who were the 
ACADEMICAL Sons of Science, imbibed the elements of polite 
Literature, in this our venerable Seminary, equally with 
Sampſon Erdeſwicke. The anecdote then is this; that 
the Biſhop /gly formed the Deſign, and Plan of our much- 
reſpected College. But, upon exchanging this tranſitory for 
an immortal Life, ſoon after he had laid the foundations of 
it; heentruſted the final Completion of his grand Intentions 
to his Executor Sir Richard Sutton'” Who, with the 
enlarged ſoul of a Man of Cheſhire, faithfully executed his 
truſt, by at leaſt doubling the Biſhop's bounty. And by 
this act of magnificence has given riſe to the following 
Addreſs in verſe, from the /uwppo/ed piety of his adopted 
child--- 


« Begun by One, but finiſhed by Another; 

© SuTTON he was my Nurſe; but SMiTy my Mother. 
« Or if the phraſe more proper ſeem, ſay rather 
„That SuTTON was my Guardian, SMITH my Father. 


& *Caufe 


3 * In the hundred of Macclesfield lies Sutton: which gave name, and hath 
continued to be the ſeat of a family of great worth and worſhip, the Sutton, 
«« Of this houſe of Sutton, was that ever famous knight, and great patron of 
« learning, Sir RicHarD SUTTON, one of the founders of the famous College 
« of Brazen- Neſe in Oxford. Where, by his bounty, much of our Cheſtire- 
4 youth receive moſt worthy education in all good learning and true religion,” 


Vale-Royal, part 2d, page 86, 
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« *Cauſe egual Kindneſs they to me expreſt, 

© Better I neither love; or, both the bett. 

* Tf Both they may be call d, who had One will 
« What One deſgn'd, the Other did fulf!l.” 


The warm feelings of your own heart will, I know, for- 


give me theſe /uppg/ed over-flowings of filial Fondneſs from 
our honoured College, to her Munificent and Literary-Pa- 
rents, And ] muſt be loſt myſelf to every tender, and every 
refined emotion if the ineſtimable Benefits of an ingenuous 
education did not bind me, by all the ties of gratitude, to 
commemorate the liberality of thoſe hands, which have dealt 
out to me theſe ineſtimable Benefits. Neither, I am ſure, 
will the Men of Cheſhire imagine any pious Memorials of Sir 
Richard Sutton, foreign to the Deſign of a Hiſtory of their 
County. Since his foſtring Bounty daily contributes to the 
<« Inſtruction of many of their Cheſhire Youth, in all good 
< learning, and true religion.“ And, as I have already hinted, 
he has more particularly been the Means of training up 


in the Groves of Science, every AcaDEMICAL Preſerver of 
the ancient Glory of their Palatinate. 


* Fuller's Worihies of England, page 182; who ſays, he received his intelli- 
gence irom his good Friend, Dr. YaTzs, Principal of Brazen-Noſe,”—A 
Chiſhire Man of ſuch Munificence, as to have deſerved from his Society the 
Epithet of—TerT1us, fanlum non, Fu xb ron. 

2 ——Inter Silyas Aeademi quarere Verum, Ho. 
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To proceed then in my Chronological Series. With Erdef- 


wicke and Bo/tock, Rates STARKIE was Cotemporary; of 


the family of the Szarkies of Stretton; a STATESMAN, a Poker, 
and an AnriqQuary. His two firſt characters do not ſo im- 
mediately concern us; though, what can be a ſtronger evi- 
dence of the powers of the human mind, than to ſee the 
abilities of a Burleigh, a Spencer, and a Camden, all united 
in the ſame perſon I- The Antiquarian Collections of his, 
ſtill remaining, are the following: Rolls of Cheſhire Fami- 
lies, 1595; a Book of Alphabetical References to theſe Rolls; 
and a Book of References to Mr. Erdeſwicke's Cheſhire Manu- 
ſcripts. He has beſides given us, all the Royar GranTs of 
our PalaTINATE-IMMUNITIES; and an exact Account of all 
the Imports and Exports from the Harbour of Chefter, during 
eve years of the Reign of Queen Elizabeth,” with the Amount 
of the Revenue ariſing from theſe Port Duties.---His Legacy, 
however, of Cheſhire Collections, would certainly have been | 
more extenſive, if the jealouſy of James the Firft had not 

iſſued a Warrant? for the ſeizure of all Mr. Starkie's State 

Papers ; and, amongſt theſe, many of his Antiquarian ones 
[ periſhed. Sir Thomas Wilſon, Secretary of State, who ex- 
ecuted this Warrant, certifies the ſeizure of ſo large a number 
as 45 Pacquets of Mr. Starkie's Papers, 


From the 20th, to the 26th, 
2 Auguſt 14th, 1619, 


? 
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You will naturally remark the very particular number 
that was certified, But theſe hackneyed Figures, my dear 
Friend, had not at that time been elevated above the 9:9- 
cent Infignificance of their Peers, by the unhappy Lunacy of 
Party, and that Diſtraction of the Times which is fo greatly 
to be lamented.---Whether you remark it, however, or not, 


as I have mentioned our Antiquary in wo of his ſuperior 


characters, permit me to ſpeak of him in his ; and to 
give you a fingle ſtanza from his hiſtorical, political, and 
moral Poem, addreſſed to his miſtreſs, Queen Elizabeth? 
The principal ſubje& is the melancholy reign of Edward 
the Second; whoſe Ghoſt is ſuppoſed to recount his ſeveral 
misfortunes in 581 ſtanzas--- 


„% Why, ſhou'd a waſted fpirit ſpent in woe, 

% Diſcloſe the wounds receiv'd within his breaſt ? 

* Ist not enough, that Fortune proves his Foe, 

* In whoſe ſad frowns is folded his un-reſt ? 

«© 1st not enough, to know himſelf diſtreſt ?— 
« Oh! no; ſurcharged hearts muſt needs complain: 
Some Eaſe it is, though ſmall, to tell our Pain.“ 


I have given you this ſpecimen diveſted of its antiquated 
ſpelling. And I muſt not conceal from you, for the honour 
of our Antiquary, that this Poem has, in one Inſtance, been 
attributed to the great Spencer, It is mentioned with a 
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| perhaps; but it is moſt untruly conjectural. The Poem is 
in Mr. Starkie's own hand writing ; it has never been even 
ſurmiſed as Spencer's, by the ſeveral writers of his Life; 


and a copy of it is now exiſting, with a variety of alterations 
and additions, to move the compaſſion of James the Firſt. 
The Author ſtiles himſelf, 1nfortunio :---as being the unfor- 
tunate Ralfe Starkie, that in 1619 had unhappily incurred 
the diſpleaſure of this jealous monarch ; who aſcended the 
Throne of Englaud at leaſt four years after the death of 
Edmund Spencer, which happened about 1588. 


Rarys STARKEY, you will find to be a name favourable 
to our Antiquities. For I have now in my own poſſeſſion, 
a very curious Her alDical MaNnusCRIPT, formed from all the 


Vifitations then in Being; with fair draughts of old Seals, 


þ Coats, Arms, and Devices. In the firſt page is the follow- 
j ing Remark---* This Book is augmented in very many | 
ö places out of Mr. Sampſon Erdeſwicke, Moth, and other 


good Gatherings, by me Ralfe Starkey of London, mer- 

| e chant; ſecond ſon of John Starkey of Oltone, in the 

County of Cheſter, Eſqr. 1610---A lineal deſcent of 
which family has been left us by his name-ſake, the Anti- 
guary, under the deſcription of the family of Starkey of 
Darley, or Olton- Lowe." 


| 1 © Starkies is at Dorle, a v miles from Northwich, a ſcant mile from 
| *< Oldeton, and a 3 miles from Vale- Royal.“ Leland's Itin. vol. vii. p. 32. 


| | The 
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The next Collector, is, Rogers Wilcoxon, a Member of 
the College of Arms; who has left us two accurate manu- 
ſcripts in folio, relative to the HRRALDICAL HISTORY or 
CukshiR R. He compiled theſe volumes from every authen- 
tic Voucher, and every original Record, he could have re- 
courſe to. And, in order to illuſtrate theſe his Genealogical 


Tables, he has preſerved a great variety of Inquiſitions poſt 


mortem, Draughts of Arms in our ancient Manſions, and of 


Seals appendant to old Deeds ; with many remarkable Extra&s 
from the private Evidences of Families. But all theſe ſeveral 
delineations are executed with ſuch an elegance and 
exactneſs, as characterize Mr. Wilcoxon a complete 
draughtſman ; and I fpeak this with the more confidence, 


becauſe the larger of the two volumes is now in my poſſeſ- 
fon. | 


Our ſucceeding, or rather i cotemporary, Collectors 
form a family Harmmic-Trio; a father, ſon, and grandſon, 
of the ſurname of ChALlONER, and of the ſeveral Chriftian 
names, Tromas, Tacos, and Jaukxs. Thomas was an 
Arms-painter in Cheſter about 1594; he knew the value of 
learning ſufficiently to give his ſon a better education than he 
had received himſelf. And this ſon followed the fame oc- 
cupation in Cheſter, and made Collections, about the ycar 
1620. But it was James, the grandſon, who reflected the 
8 L greateſt 
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greateſt credit upon his family, by a very conciſe, accurate, and 
ſenſible account of the Iſle of Man, printed at the end of King's- 
Vale-Royal in 1656. He laid the foundations of a learned 
education in our much-honoured College; and when the 
parliament inveſted Lord Fairfax with the ſeignory of Man, 
he was one of his Lordſhip's three Commiſſioners for 


ſettling the affairs of that iſland. 


The AN TIOpARIAN CoLLEctions of all three are valuable. But 
if a drop of water bears no proportion to the great ocean, it 
is not to be wondered at, that they ſhould be included and 
loſt in the immenſity of that collection which follows. 
This too was formed by another family Harmonic-TJrio; a 
father, ſon, and grandſon, of the ſurname of Holuk or 


Holus, and all three of the Chriſtian name of Raxpac. 
Take them for all in all, they were perhaps three of the moſt 
extraordinary, and the moſt pains-taking men that ever 
exiſted. Though of the ſame occupation with the Chaloners, 
they lived in the utmoſt degree of amity with them. Though 
in rather low circumſtances, they received the greateſt 
marks of honour and reſpect from their fellow citizens, 


— . f— 2 —— 
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: Randal Holmes, the elder, was Mayor of Cheſter in 1633; and had the pe- 
culiar felicity of ſeeing his ſon Sheriff the ſame year, Randal, the ſon, was Mayor 
in 16433 and hath left ſpeeches upon record, both on his entering into office, 
and on his quitting it. Randal, the grandſon, was Sheriff of Cheſter in 170g. 
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And though untin&ured almoſt with letters, they have 
left the moſt noble Collection of Antiquarian Learning, for 
one ſingle County, ever formed by Man.---To particulariſe 
this collection, would be writing a volume, rather than a 
letter. Suffice it, my dear Friend, to tell you, that their 


Lirtzrary Lapours for our Palatinate ozly, exceed the almoſt 
incredible number of 268 LARGE Voruwts.---A collection of 


this nature is rather ſuited to a general Topographical Hiſtory 

of all England, than to one ſingle County. And amidſt this im- 

| menſe Literary Variety--this dubia cena of Antiquarianiſm,-- 

| it would really have been diſtreſſing to have ſelected materi- 

als, if two Mames of great Learning and Abilities, had not 

already exerted themſelves, in forming a very ſenſible and ac- 
curate Epitome of this Collection. 


The firſt was a phyſician ; Dr. Epward WilLiamson. Who 

has digeſted the eſſence of this vaſt maſs into a regular Cam- 

| fend, under the title of VIILARE CESTRTENSE. It is firſt 
of all ranged under the general head of Hundreds, and then 
under the leſſer one of Pariſhes. And whatever is curious 
and intelligent in the original papers, has been carefully 


preſerved by the abridger in a very thick quarto volume. 
The other Epitomizer was a divine; Dr. Francis GasTREL, 
Canon of Chriſt Church in Oxford, and Biſhop of our Dio- 
ceſe of Cheſter, A name, great ja the knowledge of 
PLL | Theology 
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I hicology, and of our national Antiquities. His abridge- 
ment is tiled Noriria CxsTRTExSsIs. But the arrangement 
of this Notitia, is rather an Eccleſfaſtical, than a Civil one. 
It relates to the whole Dioceſe ; is divided under the gene- 
ral head of Archdeaconries, the leſſer one of Deanries, and 
the ſtill leſs diviſion of Pariſnes.— Great, however, as the 
merit of his Lordſhip was, it has been rendered flill greater, 
in being the happy, and the fortunate inſtrument of pre- 
ſerving theſe invaluable papers. The executors of Randal 
Holmes, the grandſon, offered them in ſale to the Corpo- 
ration of Cheſter. But as the treaſury here, I ſuppoſe, was 
not rich; they might perhaps have gone into the market, 
to have embalmed even franbincenſe and odours, if his Lord- 
ſhip had not purchaſed them for the noble library of the 


then Earl of Oxford ; and, eventually, for the mighty e emo- 
ment of the public. 


Now we are ſpeaking of Biſhops of Cheſter, I muſt remind 
you of Two; who, by their Collections, have been or- 
naments to the ſee. Dr. JohN BRIDGEMAN in 1619, and 
Dr. Nicholas STRATFORD in 1689. The firft hath left be- 
hind him, a very accurate Account of the Revenues and Eu- 
dom ments of the Church, in a large folio volume ; which 


3 Deferor in Vicum, vendentem Thus et Odcres. Hor. 


goes 
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goes under the title of BIsnor BrxrDoGtman's LREDOER. And 
he drew up a moſt excellent ſcheme for the revival of Fc- 
cleſiaſtical Diſcipline and Order in his Dioceſe ; after that 
ſcene of anarchy and confuſion which had been occaſioned 
by the civil wars,---The Collections of the other conſiſt of 
Original Letters; which demonſtrate his Lordſhip to have 
been a man of conſummate buſineſs, candour, judgement, and 
reſolution. We are indebted for their preſervation to the 
care of that great Antiquary, Biſhop Tanner; and I am 
happy in having a tranſcript of them in my poſleſſion, 


For the ſake of arranging theſe three ornaments of our 
Church together, I have been guilty of the Anachroniſm 
of a few years. I muſt therefore return, to celebrate the 
names of CarRERALL, VERNON, BRRERETON, Bootn, and 
AsSHMOLE, as CHESHIRE CoLLECTORS. The family of Ca- 
rherall or Caterall is of Derbyſhire ; and has run through 
the ſeveral names of Bulkeley and Bird. What has been 
left us under this family name, is compriſed in a folio vo- 
lume with the following title“ CaTzRaLLs Book, of 


the Antiquity and Gentry of Cheſhire.” 


Mr. WILLI VERNON is one of our beſt Antiquaries. He 
lived at Shakerley in Lancaſhire, about the year 1630; 


2 Thomas Tanner was conſecrated Biſhop of St. Aſaph, Jan. 23, 1731-2. 
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but having conſiderable property at Hulme in Cheſhire, he 
collected principally for the His roy of our PaLatinaTe. 
His Books of Antiquarian Reſearches appear, with ſome 
degree of probability, to have been ſo numerous, as to have for 
their marks of diſtinction the ſeveral letters of the alphabet. 
Liber C, D, and R, or at leaſt the ſubſtance of them, are in 
being. But whether the others are periſhed, or rather, whe- 
ther they ever exiſted, is at this time of day uncertain.--- 
The materials, that compole theſe remaining Books, are 
very valuable. They conſiſt of, Extras from diverſe re- 
markable Deeds of the ancient Earls of Cheſter ; Extra#s 
from other authentic Inſtruments, and original Records; De/- 
cents and Anecdotes of Families; with a variety of curious 
Particulars relative to ſeveral Towns and Pariſhes in the 
Coumty. That his Intelligence, in theſe reſpects, might he 
the more accurate and complete, Mr. Vernon was indefati- 
gable in his enquiries; and he has very grateſully preſerved 
the names of thoſe Cheſhire Gentlemen, who favoured him 
with any material information, 


1 Merburie of Merburie, Dutton of Dutton, Sir Edmund. Fitton, John Mil- 
lington, Peter Daniel, William Harecourt, John Oldfield, Downes of Shrigley, 
Cotton of Cotton, Sir John Davenport, John Booth, and Henry Manwaring of 
the Tower of London. 


Sir 
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Sir WiLLtam BrereTON, of Honford, is a Collector only 
by Accident. He repreſented our County in the Long 
Parliament. And though he had been a Royal Ward, yet 
he bore arms againſt his Guardian and Sovereign, by accept- 
ing the Poſt of General of the Parliament-Forces, in 
Cheſhire, and the adjoining Counties.---My Lord Claren- 
don," in ſeveral parts of his Hiſtory, has ſtrongly and accu- 
rately marked the different Genius of the two Parties at 
that Time. The Royaliſts were open, incautious, diſſi- 
pated, and intrepid. The Parliamentarians, were cloſe, 
wary, ſober in their manners, and extremely attentive to 
every opportunity of advantage. Of this we have the 
ſtrongeſt proof in the JournaLs of Sir William Brereton; a 
very accompliſhed gentleman, and, upon the whole, very 
unexceptionable in his command. Tiere is ſcarcely a cir- 
cumſtance during the four years he was General, that he 
did not commit to writing; and not even a ſingle letter 
appears to have been penned, of which he did not preſerve 
a copy. The fruits of this indefatigable induſtry are col- 
lected into FE Folio Voluuks ; written in a ſmall, but 
very fair hand. And I am ſufficiently happy in calling 
myſelf the owner of theſe volumes. 


* Hiſtory of the Rebellion, 8vo. vol. iii. pag. 345, et pafim, 


„ Cocval 
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Coeval with Sir William Brereton, was Mr. JohN Boorn 
of Twamlowe; a very intelligent, and careful Collector. 
The ſenſible Author of Bucklow Hundred had the free uſe of 
his Materials; and he has. preſerved the nature of their 
contents, by making frequent references to their authority. 
In one place he calls them John Booth of Twamlow's, 
« Book of Pedigrees;“ and in another „John Booth of 
© Twamlow's Book of his own Collections.”---After this 
Account of them, any thing further from my pen becomes 
unneceſſary. And I Thall only add, that the preſent Mr. 
Booth of Twamlowe, with a civility andan obligingneſs uſual 
to him, has promiſed me the liberal uſe of his Anceſtors 
Collections. 


We come next to Extras Asmiaõel . A Name conſpicuous 
in the Republick of Letters; as having been the munificent 
Founder of the Muſeum at Oxford. We owe his Collec- 
tions to a Viſitation of this County by the celebrated Dug- 
dale; afterwards Sir William, and at that time Norroy 
King at Arms. The friendſhip of Aſhmole, for his future 
father-in-law, influenced him to accompany Dugdale in this 
Viſitation. And his Thirſt after Knowledge, and Antiqui- 
ties, has exerted itſelf during this Viſit, in preſerving 
a great Variety of very curious Particulars.---The Draughts 


Page 218, line 16. 2 Page 257, line 31. 
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of ancient Seals, Arms, Monuments, and Feneſtral Anti- 
quities,--both avi. and sacxep—he hath bequeathed us; are 
in reality ſo many elegant pictures, as well as ſo many faith- 
ful repreſentations. And the remains of that moſt ſuperb 
manſion of the Delves's at Doddington, would have con- 
veyed to us very little idea of its ancient grandeur, if ſome 


parts of it had not ſtill exiſted, by the means of Aſhmole's 


immortalizing pencil. 


There is a groupe, however, of noble Szazues ſtill re- 
maining there, which are too ſplendidly glorious in them- 
ſelves, and too much for the honour of our Palatinate, to 
be paſſed over in filence. I mean thoſe of the valiant Lord 
Audley, and his four celebrated E/guires. My Lord Aud- 
ley's is moſt probably an original one ; but I ſhould ſup- 


poſe the other four to be rather cocval with the zra of this 


ſuperb manſion ; the Reign of Queen Elizabeth. Theſe 
ſtatues are as large as life ; and are ſuppoſed to repreſent 
Delves of Doddington, Dutton of Dutton, Foulſhurſt of 
Crewe, and Hawkeſton of Wrine-Hill.---Though this laſt, 


: A very fine Altar-Tomb of Alabaſter to the Memory of a Feulſhurſt of 
Crewe; and, Tradition ſays, — this very Faulfburt—is ſtill remaining in the chan- 
cel of Bartomley Church in Cheſhire. The recumbent effigy upon the tomb, 
in complete armour at full length, is viſibly of the ſame age with the 
ſtatue of Lord Audley. And to you, my Friend, pleaſed remenibrance obliges 
me to add z—that in theſe peaceful ſhades of Bartomley, I paſſed the happy in- 
nocence of childhood, 
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as well as Lord Audley, had poſſeſſions in Staffordfhire--- 
vet, properly ſpeaking, they were All Five, Men of Cheſhire, 
by birth, family, and inheritance. It was principally ow- 
ing to the value of theſe illuſtrious warriours, that our moſt 
puiflant Hero, Edward the Black Prince, Earl of Cheſter, 
gained the immortal battle of Poitiers, in the year 13 56. 
---The particulars of Lord Audley's Exploits, in that battle, 
are thus related by our Hiſtorians--- 


« But the moſt remarkable inſtance of Honour, and Va- 


« Jour, was the Lord James Audley ; who, having vowed 
to be the ſoreamoſt of the battle, performed his word, and 
confirmed it with many wounds; for which the Prince 
having rewarded him with five hundred marks a year, 
% Fee-Simple in England, he preſently gave it to four of 
<« his Eſquires, who had underwent the fame dangers with 


« him. The Prince knowing it, aſked him---Whether he 


« did not accept his gift? He anſwered, Yes / but thoſe 
« Wien had deſerved it as well as he bad himſelf ; and had 
cc more need of it. IT he Prince was pleaſed with this reply, 
<« and gave him five hundred marks more; as if he reſolved, 
« that ſo much worth ſhould not go unrewarded. And 


my Lord Audley, as a further and perpetual memorial of 


their merit, enjoined them to bear in ſome part of their 


* Complete Hiſtory of England, vol, i, page 226. ; 
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Coat of Arms, his own proper Atchievement---Gvu1.rs a FREI 
Os.---Which honourable injunction, has been conſtantly ob- 


ſerved by theſe four diſtinguiſbed Families. 


But you muſt not imagine, my dear Friend, that this il- 
luſtrious inſtance of Cheſhire Proweſs, and Cheſhire Heroiſim, 
is a /ngular one in the Annals of Engliſh Hiſtory, Since 
the genuine character of our County, has been as much 
marked for MaRTIAL Grory, as for ambounded Hoſpitality. 
And if you miſtruſt that partial fondneſs which ariſes from 
the place of our Nativity, and which always plays around 
the human heart; pray take the unbiaſſed ſentiments of that 
admired Poet, Michael Drayton* ; who thus celebrates the 
Rovar Magnanimity of our Palatinate--- 


Of all our Counties, SHE, the place of Palatine doth hold; 
And zh:reto hath her Hic REOALITIEs enroll'd. 

« gBeſides in many Fields, ſince Conquering William came, 

Her People ſhe hath prov'd, to her eternal Fame. 

« All, Ckildren of her own, the Leader and the Led; 

„The mightieſt Men of Bone, in her full Bofom bred : 


And the fame Poet, in a ſucceeding ſtanza, ingenuouſſy 
confeſſes- that the conqueſt of the Imperial Crown of 


» « Michael Drayton was born at Hartſhill in the Pariſh of Atherſton in War- 
„ wickſhire, 1563.” Biogr. Britan. 
2 Poly-Olb, ſong xi, ver. 10, et leq, 
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France, was chiefly owing to the B/ls and Bows of the 
hardy Cheſhire Yeomanry--- 


© Their 7eomanry, THEY ſtill, endeavoured to upbeld : 

« For rightly, whilſt Herſelf, Brave ExcLanvD was of d; 

<6 And our couragevus Kings, Us forth, to Congueſt led, 

“ Our Armies in thoſe Times—ne'er thro' the World ſo dread |[— 
& Of our tall Teomen, were, and Fotmen, for the moſt 

„ Who, with their Bills and Bows, may confidently boat, 

* Our LroryarDs ?, they ſo long, and bravely, did advance 

& Above the FLow'r DoE Lys; even in the Heart of France 2. 


And among the number of thoſe Cheſhire Heroes of An- 
tiquity, who have planted the Banners of England even in 
the very Heart of France; the names of Sir Hugh Calvely, 
and Sir Robert Knowles are much too illuſtrious in our An- 
nals to be omitted. The great Camden thus characteriſes 
the firſt of them At ſome further diſtance, on the weſt 
*© fide of the river Weever, ſtands Calveley; which has given 
both ſeat and name to that noble family, the Calveley's. 
„Of whom, in Richard the Second's time, was Sir Hugh de 
<« Catveley; who, in France, had the reputation of ſo vali- 
ant a ſoldier, that azothing was held impregnable to his 


? Poly-Olb. ſong xi. ver. 27, et ſeq. 
% He well calls the Coat of England, Leopards.—Lions and Leopards in princely 
* Acceptation have been taken indiffergnily.” ——Selden's Notes on Poly-Olb. 


„courage 
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* courage and conduct :. And it was not only, in the 
Field of Battle, that we find him this indincible com- 
mander. Since the QugEN os ARRAOON became captivated 
by his irrefiſtible Attractions, and reſigned her hand to his, 


at the Altar of Hymen; as the joint quartering of their 
united Arms upon Sir Hugb's Tomb inconteſtibly confirms. 


But however celebrated Sir Hugh Calveley may be in the 
Records of Military Fame; he is at leaſt equalled by his va- 
liant affociate, Sir Robert Knowles, Who was advanced, 
from the rank of a common foldier, to the moſt di/tinguiſhed 


ation, by that excellent judge of military merit, our re- 


nowned Edward the Third. The faith of Hiſtory repre- 
ſents the Atchievements of Sir Robert, almoſt in the ſtile 
and manner of Romantic Chivalry---< that when he com- 
e manded in France, under our puiſſant Monarch, he drove 
ce the enemy before him like Flocks of Sheep; and battered 
« down their Citadels into ſuch /p;ry and forked Ruins, that 
<« for ſeveral years afterwards they went by the name of 
« Knowles's MirzEs.“ His laſt act of proweſs was the ſup- 


Carr den's Britannia, vol. i. page 675. 
Five ſeveral inſtances of the moſt Heroic Atchievements of this Sir Hug! 
Calveley, are recorded by Fuller in his FForthi's of England, page 179. 


O | preſſion 


| 
1 
10 
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preſſion of Mat Tyler. And then, full of years and glory, 
he reſigned his breath to a ſuperiour Enemy, the Great 
Conqueror of Human Nature“; leaving behind him this. 
accompliſhed Character ;---That his Charity was equal ta 
his Yalour; and that he was as much endearcd to the 
Engliſh, as he was dreaded by the French. 


But it is not only the Gallic Mation which has had reaſon 
to dread the Valour of our Counzrymen; the Scots too, may 
rue the day, wherein they experienced the irreſiſtible force 
and power of their Arms. For when Lord Hertford, af- 
terwards Duke of Somerſet, vanquiſhed the Seotch Army 
and took their CariTaL, in that rapid expedition which he 
made into the Heart of Scotland---he thought the gallant 
behaviour of the Cheſhire Soldiers entitled them to ſome ſu- 
periour marks of Honour and Diſtinction. And he accord- 
ingly knighted eighteen Gentlemen of that County, upon the 


r Aug. 15, 1407.—His Acts of Charitable Munificence, are the following: 
The ſtone bridge at Rocheſter in Kent, with a chapel and chantry at the eaſt. 
end of it; a college and hoſpital at Pontefra& in Yorkſhire, which he endowed. 
with 1801. per Annum; and a hoſpital at Rome for the entertainment of Engliſh. 
Pilgrims. Lambert's Kent, Edit, 1596, page 392, Weaver's Fun. Mon. 

page 436, Fuller's Worth. page 179. 


very 
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very ſpot, which had ſo lately becn the witicſs of their 
valour *. JU 


\ 


Here, my dear Friend, I could have wiſhed to have fi- 
nally completed the carecr of their Military Fame. But 
the ſad tale of Truth forces me to add; that, in thoſe G- 
meſtic and inteſtine Wars between the Houſes of York and 
Lancaſter, the intrepid courage of our Countrymen, proved 
almoſt as fatal to zhem/etves, as it had ever done to their 
foreign Enemies. The admired Poet---whom I have fo 
frequently quoted, I am afraid even to /atiezy---thus beau- 
tifully paints their fraternal fury in his deſcription of the 
battle of Blore-Heath--- 1 | 


1 At Zeith in Scotland, on the 11th of May, 1544. Take the Names of them 
alphabetically— 


William Brereton Philip Egerton John Maſſey 
Roger Brereton Richard Egerton Edmund Savage 
Urian Brereton Thomas Holford Edward Savage 
Hugh Calveley John Legh Laurence Smith 
Hugh Cholmondeley Piers Legh Thomas Venables 
William Davenport Raufe Leyceſter Edward Warren. 


And the ſucceeding day he created ſeven more of them Efquires; by honouring 
them with the enſigns peculiar to that rank—a Collar of SS about their Necks, 


and a Pair of filver Spurs, Their Names were, 


Richard Birkenhead Thomas Cowper Raufe Leech Adam Troutbeck 
Roger Boydel Hugh Dutton William Sneed 
5 There 
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„ There >» DurTow, DutFon kilts ; a Dod doth kill a Doves ; 
* A Booth, a Bootr ; and Lercu by Lricn is overthrown g 

* © A VENABLES, againſt a VenaBLEs Coth ſtand ; 
« And TrovTBEck fighteth with a TRouTBECK, hand to hand: 
„ There Molex doth make a Mor iN EVx to die; 
„ And Eœ ERTO the ſtrength of EOGTRTO&N doth try. 


© Oh, CHESHTAE, wert thou mad ! of thine own Native Gare, 
* So much, untit this day, thou never ſhed'ſt before! 
„Above two thouſand Men, upon the earth were thrown, 

* Of whom the greateſt part, were nalurally thine own* © 


Such, my dear Friend, once was, the Martial Proweſs of 
the Men of Cheſhire ! And ſuch, I have no doubt, it would 
be again, if their Country called them forth into the Field 
of Glory '. But having barely hinted at this part of their 
Provincial Character, in the beginning of this Letter---my 
Sketch of Hiſtoric Materials muſt have been incomplete, if 
I had not marked them as much for their Miurrary Fam, 


This Battle was fought in 1459, at Blore-Heath in Staffordſhire. Lord 
Audley commanded the Lancaſtrians, and the Earl of Saliſbury the Yorki/ts; who 
gained a compleat Victory. 


> Drayton's Poly-Olb. ſong xxit. . 


> Upon the firſt embodying of the Militia in the late war, there were more 
Gentlemen of Rank and Fortune in the Cheſhire Corps, than in any other 
Militia-Regiment throughout the Kingdom. Who fubmitted, for many 
Months, to the diſagreeable duty of guarding the lines at Brompton near 


Chatham; and ſeveral of them made their marches on Foot, equally with the 
meaneſt Soldier. 


2 


- 
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as for their unzounpeD HoseiTaiity of Vore.—-Beſides, if 


Mufic's charms 
« Can ſoften Rocks, or bend the knotted Oak.” 


what human mind can be ſo entirely diveſted of every hu- 
mane ſentiment, as, at the fight or mention of thoſe Sa- 
tues at Doddington, not to reflect and deſcant with un- 
common pleaſure upon the Heroic Acts of thoſe illuſtrious 


Worthies. 


But Why ſhould 7 arriours all our Praiſe engroſs?”--- 


fince the milder glories of the Sons of Peace, are infinitely 

more beneficial to mankind.--I ſhall therefore reſume my 
Chronological Series with a ame, the moſt diſtinguiſhed in 
the literary and peaceful Annals of our Hiſtorical Collectors. 
The whole Choir of whom, ought to riſe with due obey- 
ſance, to the venerable perſon I am now enrolling in their 
number--- 


Ut Gallo, Phæbi Chorus aſſurrexerit Omnis. 


1 ** Cum Majorum Tmagines intuerentur, vehementiſſime ſibi animum ad 
« Virtutem accendi. Scilicet, non Ceram illam, neque Figuram, tantam Vim in 
« ſeſe habere; ſed memoria rerum geſtarum eam flammam egregiis Viris in 
. Pectore creſcere; neque prius ſedari, quam Virtus eorum famam atque gloriam 
« adzquayerit.” 1 5 


Salluſt Bell. Jugurth. ſect 4. 
This 


P 
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This accompliſhed perſonage is Sir PRTER LevcesTER, 
the celebrated Author of the 4ntiquities of Chefbire, pub- 
liſhed in 1672. Our much-reſpeted Literary Parent re- 
ceived every mark of gratitude, and every poſlible degree 
of honour, from this her diſtinguiſhed Son. In a manu- 
ſcript note to an enlarged and corrected Copy of his Anti- 
quities, he expreſſes himſelf thus under the pariſh of Mob- 
berley---< Samuel Shipton, M. A. Rector of Mobberley, 
« died in 1670; an honeſt, learned Gentleman! who was 
« my Tutor whilſt I was of Brazen-Noſe College, Oxford, 
c in the years 1631--2--3.” And in other parts of his 
Manuſcript Additions, he ſpeaks, with extreme pleaſure, © of 
his having been for ſome years--he hopes--the at unworthy 
«© Mcmber of a Society, which 1s entitled to ſo much venera- 
ce tion from our Palatinate.”---It ought not, however to be | 
conccaled, that theſe Antiquities of Cheſhire, publiſhed by 
Sir Peter, have been much complained of for the unenter- 
taining and unintereſting manner in which they are written, 
But notwithſtanding a ſeeming harſhneſs that may perhaps 
appear in them, they have really an infinite degree of in- 
trinſic merit. And the Manuscrrier CorLtcTions this very 
able and accurate Hiſtorian hath - left behind him, reflect 
almoſt as much honour on his literary Character, as the An- 
tiquities he has publiſhed. They extend at leaſt to the vaſt 
number of Twenty VoLumes. And, as LEycsesTER wil 

always 
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always be a Vame, conſecrated to Learning and our Na- 
tional Antiquities ; the extreme attention of the preſent 
amiable Lady Leyceſter', to whatever ſhe imagines may 
contribute to the illuſtration and the glory of our Palatinate, 
hath generouſly conſigned all theſe volumes to the care and 
confidence of your Friend. It hath been afferted, ſeem- 
ingly with ſome degree of truth, that Sir Peter collected 
for all the ſeveral Hundreds, My own opinion is, that he 
did not collect for them profeſſedly. But his Manuſcript- 
Remains certainly relate to, and extend over, the whole 
County. They contain a prodigious fund of very valuable 
intelligence; and will greatly tend to the completion of 
his favorrite wiſh, at the concluſion of his Hiſtory of Buck- 
low Hundred.“ Thus have I, by God's aſſiſtance, run 
through Bucklow Hundred; according to ſuch evidences 
« and Records, as I had carefully collected concerning the 
« fame. If I had not met with ſome obſtructions by ſome 
« Gentlemen, who, either out of Z/aywardne/s or Fealouſy, 
« did refuſe to let me have the peruſal of their Evidences, 
« ſome things might poſſibly have been further diſcovered 
c and illuſtrated,---In the mean time, I wiſh is may in- 
ce cite ſome more able hand to undertake the like for the 
ce reviving of hoſe decayed Monuments of Antiquity in the ather 


Her Ladyſhip is the third daughter and coheireſs of Sir William Fleming, 
Bart, of Roydall in Weſtmoreland, 
| « Hundreds 
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Hundreds of this our County, which yet lie buried and co- 
c vered in the rubbiſh of TY Time!.“ 


The ſucceeding Collector to Sir Peter Leyceſter, is your 
Maternal Great-Grandfather, RoqꝝR WILBRAHAM of Townes- 
End, in the Pariſh of Namptwich. This family name is 
undoubtedly local, and was more anciently written Wilbur- 
ham. They are deſcendants, by the female line, from one 
of the Mobles of Hugh Lupus; Richard Vernon, Baron of 
Shipbroke *. And the Townes-End Branch derives its ſtem 
from Randal, the fecond fon of Thomas Wilbraham of 
Woodhay, in the Reign of Henry the Fourth. Ou: 
great Antiquary, in his Britannia, thus deſcribes this an- 
cient family“ Hence, the Weaver continues its courſe 
« ſouthward, not far from Mocdbay; where the famous. 
ce and knightly family of the Milburbam's lived long in great 
ec repute !.. The CoLLtcTions Mr. Wilbraham left behind 


him principally relate to the Town and Diſtrict of Namptwich. 


Sir Peter Leyceſter, Bart. was deſcended from Sir Nicholas de Leyceſter, 
Lord of the Manor of Nether-Tabley, in 1276. Where this diſtinguiſhed family. 
has flouriſhed ever ſince, Sir Peter was born in 1613, and died in 1678. 


2 King's-Vale-Royal, part 2d. page 146. 


Vol. i. page 674. 


+ The Heireſs of the Wilbrahams of Woodhay carried the whole eſtate, by 
marriage, into the Family of Talmache, Earl of Dyſart. 


And 
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And the copy of them, now in my poſſeſſion, ſufficiently 
demonſtrates the induſtry and attention with which he pro- 
ſecuted his Antiquarian Reſearches. As he was bleſſed 
withthe Inheritance of Wiſdom---Length of Days in his right 
hand, and in his left hand Riches and Honour '---it is by no 
means matter of ſurpriſe, that his Literary-Remains upon 


this ſubject are as complete as we could poſſibly have wiſhed 
them. 


Cotemporary with your worthy Anceſtor, was, an inge- 
nious Collector of the name of HARRINGTON ; whoſe Fa- 
mily, though now no more, had once conſiderable property 
at Urdeſhall. His Collections have been conſigned ta 
Fame by the celebrated Biſhop Gibſon, in his firſt Edition 
of the Britannia. His Lordſhip there tells us,“ that the 
« defects of Doddridge and others, in tracing the Origin of 
ce the County Palatine, are in a great meaſure ſupplied by 
« what the learned Mr. Harrington has left upon the ſub— 
« ject. A gentleman, by whoſe death, learning in gene- 
« ral, and particularly the Antiquities of this County, which 
« he had deſigned to illuſtrate and improve, have ſuffered 
« oreatly.”---And upon this head, I am ſorry to ſympa- 
thize with this venerable Prelate, in moſt ſincerely lament- 


* He died in the year 1705, at the advanced age of Eighty- five. 


Camden Brit. (Edit. 1695) page 366. 
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ing---that all my enquiries, after Mr. Harrington's Cheſhire 
1!/1ftrations, have not been able to diſcover the leaſt veſtige 
where any of his learned Treaſures may lie concealed, 


My Chronological Series brings me now to the Collectors 
of our Age, and Century.---At the head of whom ſtands, 
deſervedly, the Rev. Mr. John Stones, late Minor- Canon of 
our Cathedral, and Rector of Coddington in Cheſhire. 
His Collections are included in one folio, and two thick quarto, 
volumes. But it is not the Bult, ſo much as the Value, of 
the materials we are to attend to. And Mr. Stones appears 
to have been a perſon of ſuch conſummate judgement, with 
ſuch an intimate knowledge of his ſubject, as to have collected 
nothing from the Antiquarian Mine, except Ore of the richeſt 
and the pureſt Gold. Theſe valuable materials, the friendſhip 
of his ſon, and the obliging favour of the learned Dean and 
Chapter, have kindly entruſted to my peruſal and fidelity. 


Mr. Stone's ſucceſſor, in our Chronological Series, was 
John Warburton, Somerſet-Herald; whoſe indefatigable 
Labours have ſo greatly contributed to the ornament and il- 


luſtration of almoſt every County in the Kingdom. His 


method was perhaps /ng#u/arly ſenſible to glean up every 
thing, either in print or manuſcript, which had the moſt 
diſtant relation to that particular County he intended to 


elucidate, 
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elucidate, Theſe ſcattered fragments, like the Sy Leaves, 
he bound up into volumes ſuitable to the ſize of the papers 
he had collected; either folio, quarto, or octavo.—-His 
Eſſex Gleanings are now in my poſſeſſion, through the commu- 
nicative kindneſs of John Leake, Eſq. Cheſter-Herald. And 
though I have not hitherto received the Cheſhire Goll:&ions, 
yet the Eſſex Papers give me a ſufficient inſight into the na- 
ture of thoſe materials, of which I have the abſolute and the 
obliging promiſe. It is ſcarcely worth while to particularize 
his printed fragments, relative to our Palatinate---An Ab- 
ſtract of his manuſcript Collections is as follows A + 
« Jendar of the Manors in Cheſhire, with the ſeveral Fees 
ce the Lords of the ſaid Manors paid to the Earl of Cheſter 
« and the Mames of the Proprietors to the year 1710, 
e guarto.---An Account of the principal Families in Che- 
„ ſhire, with the Lands they held in the ſaid County, from 
« the 33d of Edward the Third, to the 24th of Henry 
the Seventh, foliv.---A regiſter of the Blac Prince, and 
« Homage due to the Earl of Cheſter ; with the names of 
ce the Principal Families, Lords of Manors, Lordſhips, &c. 
«from the zd of Edward the Third, to the 29th of 
« Elizabeth, foljo.---A variety of Maps, Plans, and Proſ- 
ce pets; with manuſcript notes by Plot, Warburton, and 
« others; and whatſoever is curious in the Repoſitories of the 


« Heralds- 
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« Herald's-Office, the Harleian Library, and the Office of 
Record, relative to the County Palatine of Cheſter.” --- 


Here, my dear Friend, ends the Abſtract of theſe moſt 
uſeful and moſt intereſting Materials. Which form a ſtrong 
contraſt with the ſucceeding CoLLtcrors I muſt now give 
you an account of ;---as theſe are rather in detached pieces, 
than in any manner the leaſt /y/ematical. They come from the 
hand of a perſon fond of Antiquities,and thoroughly acquainted 
with every ancient circumſtance of our NATIVE Cix v. Of 
this Horſeley had ample proof in his Ceſtrian Reſearches for 
his Britannia Romana. And I have written as well as living 
evidence to declare that though he has ſtudiouſly con- 
cealed the name of his benefactor, yet if Mr. CaRRIN G TON 
had not been the guiding Index of his Enquiries, Horſeley's 
Account of Roman Remains in Cheſter would have been 
exceedingly imperfect. 
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What has been ſaid of the preceding CoLLtcrions, may 
be applied to %% I ſhall next commemorate.---As phyſic 
is a profeſſion, ſome how or. other, congenial with Anti- 
quities ; the late Dr. Gowzx of Cheſter, a quondam Mem- 


* 1 have now in my poſſeſſion the moſt curious manuſcript I have yet ſeen upon 
the Antiquities of Cheſter. It was the property of Mr. Carrington; who has 
greatly enlarged it, and continued it to our own tinies. 


ber 
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ber of our honoured College, and who died in 1745, hath 
left us many curious and ſenſible Remarks upon this ſubjeR”. 
'The very extenſive Practice of his Profeſſion enabled him to 
make very extenſive Enquiries. But then this Practice inca- 
pacitated him from committing a great deal to Writing. His 
Remarks conſequently are detached, deſultory, and uncon- 
nected. But ſtill they point out the hand of a Maſter. And 
thoſe who remember him, need no account from me, how 
much he excelled in the ſeveral accompliſhments of a Gen- 
tleman, a Scholar, and a Phyſician.---You muſt excuſe me, 
however, my a dear Friend, applying to myſelf upon this 
tender occaſion, What Milton has ſaid of our firſt Parents, 


upon the Loſs of Paradiſe - 
5 9 Some Natural Tears they Apr 

Theſe congenial ſtudies, of Phyſic and Antiquities, have 
given riſe to another very able, but much more induſtrious 
Collector; Dr. CowrER of Overley, Fellow of the Anti- 
quary Society, and Mayor of Cheſter in 1754. -His Con- 
LECTIONS chieſy relate to the City, and its Environs; are di- 
geſted into Annals, after the manner of Peck's Stamford, and 
are ſufficiently numerous to be arranged in three folio vo- 
lumes:. Had the Doctor enjoyed a longer period of exiſt- 


The late Dr. Gower had one of the moſt elegant and beſt digeſted Collections 


of Medals of any Gentleman in Cheſhire, 
2 This intelligence about the Contents of Dr. Cowper*s Collections, comes 
from his intimate Friend, Mr, Norris, Secretary of the Society of Antiquarits. 


R ence, 


wo 
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ence, we might have expected a complete and diffuſive 
Fliftory of our native City. But fince---Diis aliter viſum 
cſt---we' have only to lament ; that a Diffidence, inſepara- 
ble, from Learning, ſhould have abſolutely prohibited any 
peruſal of his large Collections. Eſpecially too after the 
Specimen he has given us in Print of his Antiquarian Abili- 
tics---< in his Summary of the * and of the celebrated 
« Shrine, of St. Werburgh.” 


The laſt Collector 1 ſhall mention, is a Name, my dear 
Friend, that is ſacred to yourſelf, Since it is the late 
worthy RECORDER of the City of Cheſter ; who was a warm 
and zealous Friend to all it's corporate Rights, and to the 
whole Circle of it's Intereſts. Was I writing to any other 
than to you, I Thould certainly mention him in the cha- 
rater of a Lawyer, of great knowledge and abilities in his 
profeſſion ; and who had beſides a ſtrong tincture for literary 
purſuits, with a leading paſſion for the elucidation of Jegal 
Antiquities *. Of this he has left behind him ample proofs, 


in the CoLLEcTions, your Friendſhip has favoured me with. 


2 Conſidering the hereditary Claim you have, by both your Parents, to the Study 
of our National Antiquities---1 ſhall take the Liberty to remind you of two ſtrik- 
ing Lines in Virgil; though I will not offend you by any + Ange of 
them — 


Ecquid, in Antiquam Virtutem, animoſque Viriles, 
Et Pater neas, et Avunculus excitat Hector? 
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It is true, theſe Collections are not copious; but then their 
deſign and purport have ſtamped ſuch an ineſtimable value 

on them, as to make us earneſtly wiſh they had extended 
beyond a ſingle folio volume. While our earlieſt Records, 
are, either now ſleeping in profound obſcurity, or moul- 
dering away in their ſecure Repoſitory of the Caſtle; they 
will yet live in the Recorder”'s Cory -- by the means of thoſe 
very ſenſible and judicious Extracis he has made from them. 
And, to crown the whole of his laborious Reſearches, hz 


has added a Gloſſary, ingeniouſly explaining all the antiquated 
Words and Phraſes that occur in the originals, 


Having now done with the Hamam, or, if you pleaſe, 
the Animate-Colleftors of our County Evidences---I ſhall 
proceed to mention a few; which, with your leave, I will 
venture to call the Inanimate Ones. I mean thoſe family 
Manſions, that, by the Die of Chance, have been conſecrated 
to the Preſervation of Cheſhire Antiquities. The few I 
ſhall commemorate, are the manſions of CREw, Durrox, 
and Mg BURY; not, as the only Cheſhire Repoſitorics, but I 
believe the principal ones; and, which contained a variety 
of Deeds and Records, beyond the private evidences of their 
own Lords and Maſters. Theſe very ancient Manſions have 
given local Names to as many ancient and diſtinguiſhed Fa- 
milies. And that Creu-Hall ſhould have been the uv 


I 
— 2 
Pre- 
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ſerver of Antiquarian Treaſures, we can ſcarcely wonder; 
when, above a century ago, Mr. Ranuren CREW reſcued, 
ſrom their periſhable State, the firſt Memorials we have in 
Print of the former Splendour of our Palatinate.“ 


This accompliſhed Gentleman excelled to that degree in 
the Polite-Arts, and particularly in Drawing --- that his 
Geographical Delineations were impoſſible to be diſtinguiſhed 
from the beſt engraved Maps. And, unhappily for his na- 
tive County] the very Means he made uſe of for the Im- 
provement and Extenſion of his Accompliſhments, turned 
out the melancholy inſtruments of his ruin---having been 
barbarouſly aſſaſſinated. at Paris in the year 1656. 


I have already told you, that this amiable Young Man was 
the grandſon of Sir Ranulph Crew, Lord Chief Juſtice of 
the Court of King's-Bench in 1624 --- Who was not more 
diſtinguiſhed, by his Knowledgein the Laws of his Country, 
than by his ſuperiour Skill in Architecture. Of this, the 
pleaſing and elegant Structure of Crew-Hall will re- 
main an indiſputable proof, as long as the moſt beautiful 
ancient manſion, perhaps, in the whole kingdom ſhall exiſt. 
And, what is much more for his Lordſhip's character, the 
Virtues of his Heart, were at leaſt equal to the Abilities of 


See page 24. 


his 
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his Head. Since he was honourably diſcharged from all 
his Legal Employments* for declaring his utter and deter- 
mined diſlike to a Meaſure, the moſt diſagreeable at that 
time to his Country. Sir Ranulph's deſcendant, John 
Crew, Eſquire, inherits his Lordſhip's Diſtinction in the 
County, as well as his large Fortunes---being one of its 
preſent Repreſentatives. And he has ſhewed as much Taſte 
in the beautiful Arrangement and Dil; poſition of his Grounds, 
as his illuſtrious Anceſtor diſplayed in the Conſtruction of 
this pleaſing Edifice. Thus uniting in the ſame Family 
thoſe grand Exertions of Taſte, which Mr. Pope thought 
ſuthcient honour to be enjoyed ſeparate and diſtin&--- 


Who plants like Bathurſt, and who builds like Boyle? 


But of the zhree Man ſions, which I have been bold enough 
to diſtinguiſh by the name of Inanimate Colleftors, I appre- 
hend the Edifice and Harri, os DurTrTox---during the flou- 


November 10, 1626. 


My Lord Clarendon expreſſes his Diſapprobation of the Expedient of S Hip- 
Money in the following nervous Manner — And here the Damage and Milchief 
& cannot be expreſſed, that the Crown and State ſuſtained in the deſerved Re- 
„ proach and Infamy that attended the Judges, by being made Ule of in /s, 
and like Acts of Power; there being no Poſſibility to preſerve the Dignicy, 
* Reverence, and Eſtimation of the I.] 6 themlelves, but by the I. ity 
* and Innocency of the Judges.“ | | 
; Hi, of the Rebell. val. page o. 


8 rithing 
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riſhing æra of that moſt reſpectable and ſuperb Family-- to 
have been the prineipal Aſylum of our fugitive and periſh- 
able Records. The Fate of this Family muſt neceſſarily re- 
mind us of the Uncertainty ef all Human Grandeur. Since 
after deriving their deſcent from OparD, coeval and con- 
ſanguineous with the Mormam Conqueror, their Name and 
Family is no more. And we may weep. over their Manés 
in the ſame accents of generous pity, as the downfal of the 
State of Ilium is lamented--- 


« That Corn now grows, where Troy Town ſtood.” 


For what circumſtancecan be more humiliating to terreſtrial 
Magnificence, than the Refle&ion---that after they had 
flouriſhed in the very ſpot, where OpaRD had firſt ſeated 
them, * a Family of great Worth and Antiquity, and as 
c it were almoſt a conſtant ſucceſſion of Knights for above 
« fix hundred years - the Remembrance of them ſhould 
now as effectually have vaniſhed, as that of “a Gueſt which 
had tarried only a ſingle day.. Their great Progenitor too, 
the famous Odard, like his Kinſman Hun Luevs, had a 
celebrated Sword of Dignity, conſtantly preſerved at Dutton, 
as an Heir-Loom of the Family. Which, in the year 1665, 
was the property of Lady Kilmorey, ſole daughter and 


* Hiſt, of Bucklow Hundered page 248, line 34. 
heireſs 
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heireſs of Thomas Dutton of Dutton, Eſquire. But into 
whoſe cuſtody this memorable Relick has been ſince con- 
ſigned, you may naturally imagine, would not to me be an 
unpleaſing, or an unintereſting, article of intelligence. And 
the Fate of many of their valuable Records is equally as un- 
certain, as that of this Sword of Dignity. Since it is not 
to be imagined, that the ſame careleſs hand which diſfſi- 
pated their large poſſeſſions, would preſerve their /iterary 
R. u ains; and, alas ! to him - their uſeleſs and moſt in- 
ſignificant of Trifles.---But Chance, in this inſtance at leaf}, 
has been more favourable than Deen. Some of them are 
now in the poſſeſſion of the preſent worthy Mr. Lecche of 
Carden ; and I have in my own cuſtody a Record of great 
conſequence, infcribed, Liber Petri Dutton armigeri 1650.” 


1 There was a Privilege of licenſing the Minſtrels, peculiar to this ancient. 
Faniily, much too remarkable to be omitted, The original Graut came 
from our renowned Earl, Rax DAL BLunDEville, to Rocrr Lacy, Corſtable of 
Cheſter ; and his ſon, John Lacy, aſſigned the Privilege to the Family of 
DuTTon. The Anniverſary of this Solemnity was conſtantly celebrated on the 
Feſtival of St. John the Baptiſt ; by a regular Proceſſion of all the AH¹trels to 
the Church of this Futelary Saint in the City of Cheſter. —Burt after having 
been conſtantly obſerved for at leaſt 550 years, it ſeems to have been diſconti- 
nued in 1758. And as an inſtance how ſacred, thoſe excluſive Privileges, which 
had been granted to us by our CHESHIRE Monarchs, were eſteemed by I cgi. 
flative Wiſdom ; the Act of the 29th of Elizabeth, which declares all Iinerant 
Minſtrels to be vagabends, particularly excepts the Minſtrel- Juriſdiction, of Joun 
Durrox, of Dutton in Cheſbire, Eſq. 


What 
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What has been faid of the great Family of Dutton, may 
te applied, utatis mutandis, to the Family of Mtrzusy. 
---Though they flouriſhed for many Centuries, in the 
higheſt degree of Reputation, and of Honour; yet their Poſ- 
ſeſſions, and their Papers, have long ſince paſſed into other 
hands. But I have many reaſons to imaging, chat the 
original L:DGer Book of the magnificent Abbey. of Vale- 
Royal, whilom in the poT:Morn of the Merbu ies, is now 
in the Library of my valuable and moſt eſtecmed Friend, 
Tnouas CHOLMONDELEY, Etq. of Vaie-Royal, the late ami- 
able and public-ipirited Repretentative of Chcihire. 


Here then, my dear Friend, ends the Completion of my 
Promiſe---a ſhort, but very imperfe& Account of the Cha- 
racteric-Genius of the Men of Cheſhire, and of the Collec- 
tions for a Hiſtory of our Palatinate, in a ſeries almoſt 
ſtrictly chronological. From theſe Collections, and other 
ineſtimable Remains, I am convinced a Hiſtory might be 
formed of our native County, infinitely ſuperiour to any 
Hiſtory, yet exiſting, of any County in Great Britain. Or, 
it you pleaſe, a Hiftory that ſhall as much excel Dugdale's 
Warwickſhire, as his celebrated Hiſtory is ſuppoſed to excel 


„The Ledger Book of Vale- Royal Abby now in Poſſeſſion of Thomas 
« Merbury of Meibury, gh Great Budworth, Eſq. 1666. A copy whereof 
freu ains among the Eyldences at Dutton.“ | 


Hiſt. of Bucklow Hund. p. 220, I. 18. 


thoſe 
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zboſe of all our Provincial Diſtricts. Since at preſent it 
certainly ranks amongft them in the ſame diſtinguiſhed man- 
ner, as the © Moon is poetically ſaid to ſhine amongſt the 
c lefler Luminaries.” 


But notwithſtanding my Love of my native Soil, and my 
avowed Paſſion for theſe my favourite Purſuits; I have 
not, I fear, a Sufficiency of Health or Leiſure, much leſs 
Abilities, for this very arduous Taſk. I will aſſiſt to the 
utmoſt I am able; but as to aſſuming of the Lead---if 
the propereſt ſtudy of mankind is Man---I know myſelf en- 
tirely unequal to it. And, I will engage, that the engraved 
Plates, with all the Copies of ancient Manuſcripts, which 
have coſt me conſiderably more than Fifty Guineas, ſhall be at 
the ſervice of their choſen Hiſtorian.---It is to me a pleaſing 
Reflection, that the fortunate accident of my Birth in this 
County, has greatly contributed to the Eaſe and Happineſs 
of my Life. And therefore, could my preciſe Idea of its 
genuine Glory be realized, I would with plcaſure ſubſcribe 
a Sum of Fifty Guincas more, for this grand and noble Un- 


dertaking. 


But Grandeur and Nobility always imply expence. And 
you may firmly aſſure yourſelf, that this natural Alliance 
will not be diflolved in the preſent Inſtance of our Hiſtory 
of Cheſhire,---That the Plan cannot poſſibly be completed 


FE under 
| 4 
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under two large Volumes in Folio, I am certain; and, I fear, 
the ancient Splendour of our native City will diſdain to be 
confined within ſuch narrow limits.---For conſider, my dear 
Friend, that King's Yale-Royal, as it ſtands at preſent, 
makes a moderate ized volume in folio ; though it relates 
chiefly and principally to Cheſter. And the Hiſtory of 
Bucklow Hundred---though it is only as one to ſeven--- 
makes a volume in folio, nearly of the ſize of King's. What 
then muſt become of our enlarged and copious Treaſure of 
Materials, if we think of executing the Work upon ſo nar- 


row a ſyſtem, as what imperfe&ly deſcribes, only the City 
of Cheſter, and one fing/e Hundred of the whole County? 


But theſe zwo Yolumes in Folio, with the Appendages 
of their numerous Plates *, can by no means be pub- 
liſhed under the vaſt expence of 3000 l. even at the loweſt 
Gegree of eſtimation. And if the noble Remains of ſome 
of our ſuperb Manſions, our 

— —— lum, et ingens 
Gloria CESTRIENSIUM —— 


were to be included, the Expence muſt greatly exceed this, 
very enormous, Sum. 


But 
Cheſhire conſiſts of ſeven Hundreds; of which, Bucklow-Hundred is not 
the largeſt in Extent. 


2 Viz. Of ancient Caſtles, Churches, Religious Houſes, Monuments, Arms, 
and Seals; with Views of all our ſeveral local Antiquities, 
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But you may perhaps ask me- in nearly the language of 
Pope -- 

* Oh ſiy, what Means this vaſt Expence ſupply ! 
* What M nes to ſwell this boundleſs Hiſtory ?— 

I would anſwer, the generous, and the publick-ſpirited, 
Mine of a Subſcription.---The particular Quota of each 
Subſcriber, far be it from me to preſume to mention. Let 
the Gentlemen of the County fix any Sum, they pleaſe, 
between the indiſpenſible Extremes of fx and ten Guineas ; 
and let them ſend their Names, either to Mr. Bathurſt, 
Bookſeller in Fleet-Street, London ; or to Mr. Lawton, 
Bookſeller in Cheſter. When Two HunpreD have ſub- 
{cribed their Names, it may be time to think of forming an 
Antiquarian Aſſociation, under the Auſpices of fome choten 
Chief, ſome ſelected Teucer '----fmilar to that laudable 
Society, which was formed by the Encouragement of 
Sir Thomas Cave, for the Hiiſtory of Morthamptomſbire. But 
whether formed, or not, the Publick, and yourſelf, may cer- 
tainly depend upon the faithful Performance of my preſent En- 
gagements. And perhaps the Execution of ſome Parts of the 
Plan, may be nearly cocval with the Exiſtence of the Society; 
as no Requiſite is wanting, to the final Completion of one who/z 


Hundred, except a regular Liſt of Incumbents; with a re- 


gular Hiſtory of Property and Families, for the laſt Fifty 


7 Teucro Duce, et Auſpice Teuctro. Hom. 
Years, 
* 
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Years. To which I muſt neceſſarily add; a perſonal and 
careful Inveſtigation, of every remarkable /oca/ Circumſtance, 
and every memorable Relick of Antiquity, that may be 
worthy of the Notice, and the Attention of Poſterity. 


Before I conclude ; I have only, my dear Friend, to en- 
deavour to repay the mighty Debt of Gratitude T owe to my 
BeneracrtoRs, by returning them, through your Means, my 


oft ſincere and moſt reſpeftful Acknowledgments tor the ſeve- 
ral Favours they have condeſcended to ſhew me. And tho' I | 


your Solicitations, contrary to my own exprefs Wiſhes, 


have emboldened my anfledged Pinions to the firſt Eſſay 

of this daring Flight; yet my obliging Benefactors may 
poſhbly trace the Hand, that ſends them theſe reſpectful 
Acknowledgements, though it has not the Confidence to 
ſubſcribe its Mane. The Heart, however, you know 

you may always command of 


Your ſincere, faithful, and 


affectionate of Friends, 


A Fellow of the Antiquary Soctety. 


: Olim Juventas, et patrius Vigor, 
Nido laborum propulit inſcium; 
Vernique, jam Nimbis remotis, 
Inſelitos docuere Niſas | | | 
Venti Paventen,— Hon. lib. iv. ode 4. 


Ee r 


Trovcn I have now cloſed this tedious letter ; yet 
buſy Recollection,--and to you I fear an impertinent one, 
{till urges me to blot more Paper, and to treſpaſs ſill further 
upon the Partialities of your Friendſhip. Carsmire, you 
know, is the Burthen of my Theme And, when either the 
Glories of her Empire, or the Beauties of her /equeſired Re- 
treats, at any time ſtrike my Fancy---will you excuſe me 
for endeavouring to fix theſe Ideas, by cloathing them with 
Language, and tranſmitting them to you, tho pe in- 
truding Viſitors? I will hope, however, for your Pardon !--- 
And could I flatter myſelf with the Hopes, that the Muſe of 
Hiſtory would not refuſe the influence of her Aid, at thc 
Requeſt of the Si/varn Vymphs of Wirrall and of Delamere, 
my Satisfaction would be compleat. 


Buſy Recollection then, my dear Friend, preſents me 
2 55 a ſtriking Inſtance of refined Policy in Hugh Lupus 
U ---the 


1 — — Thy green Retreats, 
Invite my Lays! — be preſent Sia Maids! 
„Unlock your ſprings, and open all your Shades; 
* —— Your Aid, O Muſes, bring!“ 
| 6 | 9 Pope's Windſ. Foreſt, 
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Years. To which I muſt neceſſarily add; a perſonal and 
careful Inveſtigation, of every remarkable /oca! Circumſtance, 
and every memorable Relick of Antiquity, that may be 
worthy of the Notice, and the Attention of Poſterity. 


Before I conclude ; I have only, my dear Friend, to en- 
deavour to repay the mighty Debt of Gratitude I owe to my 
BENETACroks, by returning them, through your Means, my 
oft fincere and moſt reſpeci ful Acknowledgments for the ſeve- 
ral Favours they have condeſcended to ſhew me. And tho | 
your Solicitations, contrary to my own exprefs Withes, 
have emboldened my anfledged Pinions to the firſt Eſſay 
of this daring Flight; yet my obliging Benefactors may 
poſſibly trace the Hand, that ſends them theſe reſpectful 
Acknowledgements, though it has not the Confidence to 
ſubſcribe its Name. The Heart, however, you know 
you may always command of 


Your ſincere, faithful, and 


affectionate of Friends, 


A Fellow of the Antiquary Soctety. 


: Olim Juventas, et patrius Vigor, 
Nido laborum propulit 2nſcium ; 
Vern:que, jam Nimbis remotis, 
Injel:tos docuere Nijas | 
Venti Paventem,— Hon. lib. iv. ode 4» 
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Trovun I have now cloſed this tedious letter ; yet 
buſy Recolle&ion,--and to you I fear an impertinent one, — 
{till urges me to blot more Paper, and to treſpaſs ſtill further 
upon the Partialities of your Friendſhip. Caesuire, you 
know, is the Burthen of my Theme !---And, when cither the 
Glories of her Empire, or the Beauties of her ſegueſtred Re- 
treats, at any time ſtrike my Fancy---will you excuſe me 
for endeavouring to fix theſe Ideas, by cloathing them with 
Language, and tranſmitting them to you, tho' perhaps in- 
truding Viſitors ? I will hope, however, for your Pardon !--- 
And could I flatter myſelf with the Hopes, that the Muſe of 
Hiſtory would not refuſe the influence of her Aid, at thc 
Requeſt of the Silvan Vymphs of I'irrall and of Delamere, 
my Satisfaction would be compleat. 


Buſy Recollection then, my dear Friend, preſents me 
with a ſtriking Inſtance of refined Policy in Hugh Lupus 
U ---thc 


10. — — Thy green Retreats, 
Invite my Lays! — be preſent $i/van Maids ! 
« Unlock your ſprings, and open all your Shades; 
„ Your Aid, O Muſes, bring!“ 
| Pope's Windſ. Foreſt 
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---the Founder of our local Monarchy- - perfectly ſimilar 
with a Political Inſtitution of the Founder of Iinperial Rome. 
Population, you know, is not barely the Ornament, and 
the Splendor---it is the poſitive Baſis of every Empire. 
RouuLus therefore, in order to furniſh his new City with 
Inhabitants, opened an Mylum tor the Fugitives of all Na- 
tions. Lurus did the ſame. But, as his Territories were 
much more extenſive, than even thoſe of the Empreſs of 
the World, in her Days of Infancy---and as they had been 
greatly depopulated by the Ravages of War inſtead of one, 
he opened three Aſyla, for the Umbrage and Protection of 
any new Subjects, that might take ſhelter under the cover 
o his Wings. Theſe three AMhla were, Hoorz-HEATR 
near Cheſter, Overx-Mazsn near Farndon, and Rup-Hreartry 
near Middlewich. Their Situation was moſt happily 
imagined, Two of them near the Confines of Wales--- 
where the Addition of every ſingle Subject added a 
double Portion of domeſtic Strength---and the 2hird near 
the Center of his Dominions. It 1s not impoſhble, but the 


rude and uncultivated State of theſe extenſive Waſtes, might 
influence the Founder of our Empire in his Choice, as well 


as their happy Situation. But whatever was the Motive of 
aſſigning theſe particular Spots for his feveral 4//a---it is 
certain, that the Succeſs of them was equal to his utmoſt 
Wiſhes. The Prince of Roman Hiſtorians mentions this 


ſenſible Inſtitution of Romulus, as being agreeable to the 
ancient 
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ancient Practice of the Founders of all States.: But we can- 
not ſuppoſe, that a rough and unpoliſhed Norman, whoſe 
only Science could be that of War, and whoſe principal 
amuſements muſt ariſe from the very din and clangor of Arms 
---could adopt this refinement of policy from any /iterary 
Lights, or derive any Intelligence about it from the in- 
forming Page of Hiſtory. Nature, alone, muſt have been 
his Guide; and his Tutoreſs, inſtinctive Reaſon. 


Such was the ſtate of Hug Lupus's Political Inſtitution ! 
--- But the Hiſtory of very remote times becomes ſo exceed- 
ingly confuſed, when it depends only upon the Evidence of 
Oral Tradition---that though the Remembrance of the Fact, 
relative to theſe /y/a, was perfectly diſtin and clear, in the 
days of our Hiſtorical Collector, *. ebb---yet the Reaſons of 
the Fact were entirely obliterated and defaced from the traces 
of Human Memory.---Speaking of Twemlowe, in his Vale- 
Royal, he proceeds thus, “ And ſo we paſſe into that ſpacious 
ce Precinct of Rudheath, a wide Common, containing a large 

„Circuit, 


1 Deinde, ne vana Urbis Magnitudo eſſet, adjiciende Multitudinis caula, 
vetere Conſilio condentium Urbes, qui, obſcuram atque humilem conciendo ad ſe 
Multitudinem, natam & Terri ſibi Prolem ementiebantur; Locum, qui nunc 
leptus deſcendentibus inter duos lucos eſt, Alum aperit, Eo ex finitimis Populis 
Turba omnis, ſine diſcrimine, liber an ſervus eſſet, avida Novarum Rerum per— 


fugit : idque primum ad cæplam Magnitudinem Roboris fuit. 
Liv. Hiſt, Rom, Lib. i. ſect 8, 
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Circuit, and which hath in old Time had a SanFuary in 
it, with priviledges thereunto ; ſuch, as howſoever in- 
c tended by thoſe Founders, in pity and compaſſion to poor 
** Ofenaers : yet in the abuſe of them, an encouragement to 
ce wilſull and deſperate Tranſgreſſors; and therefore juſtly 
* demoliſhed.” But tho' JYebb---depending only upon 
Tradition knew nothing of the true Origin of this Aſy- 
lum; yet that ancient invaluable Record, the Cheſhire 
| Dome/day in the poſſeſſion of your Friend', bears indiſpu- 
table Evidence to the Principles and Reaſons, upon which 
this Political Eſtabliſhment was firſt formed. The Verdict 
of two Inquifitions, delivered by a Jury of the moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed Gentlemen of Cheſhire upon the awful Solemnity 
of an Oath---contams the Faith and Teſtimony of this in- 
diſputable Evidence. One of theſe Inquiſitions was taken 
in the Seventh Year of Edward the Second ; and the other 
in the Twentieth of Edward the Third. And, if you will 


give me leave, I will preſent you with the ſubſtance of the 
two Verdicts. | 


By an Inquiſition, taken before Hugh de Audelith, 
Juſtice of Cheſter, on Sunday after the Feaſt of St. Peter ad 
Vincula, it was found“ That a certain large piece of 


« Taſte, called OverMarsn, was in ancient Times or- 
« dained 


2 See Pages 13, 1 
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77 
e daincd ior Strangers, of what Country ſoever; and af- 
c ſigned to ſuch, as came to the Peace of the Earl of Cheſ- 
cc ter, or to his Aid; reſorting there to form Dwellings, 
but without building any fixed Houſes, by the means of 
Nails or Pins, ſave only Booths and Tents to live in.“ 


The other Inquiſition, is as follows The Jury * de- 
c clare upon their Oaths, that the Moor which is called 
„ Rupurary, was formerly a Hate Place, very anciently 
c aſſigned and ſet apart by ſome of the o/d Earls of Cheſter, 
for the Reception, not only of their own Subjects, but 
of all fugitive Strangers coming to the Aid of the Earl's 
« Peace, either from England, or from any other Countries.“ 
And there is an Inquiſition of the ſame Tenor, relative 
to the other Aſylum of Hooure-Heartu. 


Having thus ſhewed you, my dear Friend, beyond the 
poſſibility of a doubt---that the Principles of Policy, in the 
Founders of the Ro-an and the Ceſtrian ſtates, were as per- 


fectly parallel, as they were perfectly refined a circumſtance 
. ſurely 


t amo de Maſſi, Hugo de Venables, Urian de Sancto Petro, Rogerus 
« de Chedle, Hugo de Dutton, Petrus de Dutton, et Kobertus de Pulford, 
„ Milites; Johannes de Wettenhale, Willielmus de Boidell, Johannes de Leghe, 
« Matthzus de Becheton, David de Egerton, Robertus de Bulkeley, et alii 
« Jurateres,” 
beſhire Demeſday, Princip, 
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Circuit, and which hath in old Time had a Sanctuary in 
it, with priviledges thereunto ; ſuch, as howſoever in- 
«« tended by thoſe Founders, in pity and compaſſion to poor 
*© Offenders: yet in the abuſe of them, an encouragement to 
« wilſull and deſperate Tranſgreſſors; and therefore juſtly 
* demoliſhed. '---But tho' JYebb---depending only upon 
Tradition---knew nothing of the 270 Origin of this Aſy- 
lum ; yet that ancient invaluable Record, the Cheſhire 
Domeſday in the poſſeſſion of your Friend', bears indiſpu- 

table Evidence to the Principles and Reaſons, upon which 
this Political Eſtabliſhment was firſt formed. The Verdict 
of two Inquiſitions, delivered by a Jury of the moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed Gentlemen of Cheſhire upon the awful Solemnity 
of an Oath---contains the Faith and Teftimony of this in- 
diſputable Evidence. One of theſe Inquiſitions was taken 
in the Seventh Vear of Edward the Second; and the other 
in the Twentieth of Edward the Third. And, if you will 


give me leave, I will preſent you with the ſubſtance of the 
two Verdicts. | 


By an Inquiſition, taken before Hugh de Audelith, 
Juſtice of Cheſter, on Sunday after the Feaſt of St. Peter ad 
Vincula, it was found“ That a certain large piece of 
4 Wake, called OverMarsn, was in ancient Times or- 


60 dained 


2 See Pages 1 3. 14. 
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e daincd for Strangers, of what Country ſoever; and aſ- 
<« ſigned to ſuch, as came to the Peace of the Earl of Cheſ- 
<« ter, or to his Aid; reſorting there to form Dwellings, 
ce but without building any fixed Houſes, by the means of 
Nails or Pins, fave only Booths and Tents to live in.“ 


The other Inquiſition, is as follows“ The Jury“ de- 
c clare upon their Oaths, that the Moor which is called 
© RuputaTy, was formerly a IWaſle Place, very anciently 
*« aſligned and ſet apart by ſome of the o/d Earls of Cheſter, 
% for the Reception, not only of their own Subjects, but 
of all fugitive Strangers coming to the Aid of the Earl's 
Peace, either from England, or from any other Countries.“ 
And there is an Inquiſition of the ſame Tenor, relative 
to the other Aſylum of Hool -HRATH. 


Having thus ſhewed you, my dear Friend, beyond the 
poſſibility of a doubt that the Principles of Policy, in the 
Founders of the Roman and the Ce/irian ſtates, were as per- 


fectly parallel, as they were perfectly refined---a circumſtance 
w furely 


= © Hamo de Maſſi, Hugo de Venables, Urian de Santo Petro, Rogerus 
« de Chedle, Hugo de Dutton, Petrus de Dutton, et Robertus de Pultord, 
«« Milites ; Johannes de Wettenhale, Willielmus de Boidell, Johannes de Leghe, 
% Matthæus de Becheton, David de Egerton, Robertus de Bulkeley, et ali 


« Furatores,”. 
Cheſhire Domeſday, Princip. 
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furely the moſt reſplendent ſor our Native County---I fhall 
take the liberty of troubling you with another illuſtrious 
Fact; which is equally founded in Truth, and equally 
conducive to the Glory of our Palatinate. That re- 
nowed Earl, RAN DAL BLunDEville, reigned the ſole mo- 
narch of his Dominions, with ſuch an abſolute and ſuch a 
ſovereign Power that he acknowledged no SurERTIOUR; 
whenever the Beheſts of his Paramount Lord were contrary 
to the maxims of ſound Policy, or to thoſe dictates of natural 
Juſtice, which he thought a wiſe and a virtuous Prince owed 
always to a faithful and an obedient people. Of this, there 
was a remarkable Inſtance, when that weak Prince Henry the 
Third iſſued his Imperial Mandate for the Collection of the 
Papal Tax--commonly called Peter-perce--through the whole 
extent of his Dominions. Since our Ce/trian Monarch, not 
only forbid the Collection of it, within the Bounds of his 
own Territories, but threatened the Collectors with con- 
dign Puniſhment, if they inſolently diſobeyed his Royal 
Pleaſure. Amongſt other Hiſtorians, of the moſt approved 
Character, who relate this Fact--William Smith, in the 
Vale-Royal, gives us the following, and by far the beſt, Ac- 
count of the Tranſaction.---* Randal, or Ranulph, the Third, 
<« he ſays, was very well learned, eſpecially in the Laws of the 
« Realm; inſomuch that he compiled a Book thereof. He 


was alſo very zealous in Religion. For we read, that 
c when 


FF ST. e 


ee when the Pope ſent his Collectors throughout Chriſten- 
« dom, to gather up his Tenths, he alone refuſed to pay 
ce any: Suffering none in his Dominions, either Layman or 
“Clerk, to yield any Tenths to the Pope's Proctors; al- 
though all England, Scotland, Wales, and Ireland, paid it.. 


Inſtances, ſuch as theſe, of refined Policy, Wiſdom, and 
Puiſſance, in the Conduct of our local Monarchs; I fondly 
imagine, my dear Friend, - -though © I have never dreamt 
upon the ſummit of Parnaſſus”---to be Stars, of ſuch 
Hiſtoric Radiance, in the Annals of our Cheſhire Empire ; 
that any Sketch of the Memorials of her ancient Glory muſt 
have been defective, if I had endeavoured to have eclipſed 
their effulgent Splendour, by covering them with the Veil 


of Obſcurity. 


But the very Cataſtrophe of our Glory, is in ſome mea- 
ſure the Herald of our former Fame. And as no Language 
can expreſs the final Period of this Glory, in a clearer or 
more conciſe manner, than our great Antiquary has related it 
80 take the ſad tale of this Cataſtrophe in nearly the 

words 


2 Part ift page 31. 

In part zd page 31 there is this Remark : © It is not impertinent to ſet 
« down, what the ſame Author—Henry Bradſhaw—writeth in another Place; 
* and what Colleficns out of him I find recorded.” But this Remark is an un- 
* doubted Argument, that the Hiſtorian of the Vale-Royal, who was almoſt 
coeval with Bradſhaw, imagined his Collections to be unpubliſhed, 
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ceeded by his Nephew, Jonn, ſurnamed Scorvus; who 
dying without iſſue, Henry the Third, charmed with 
the Sight of Jo fair an Inheritance, annexed it to the 
Crown; not being willing that ſuch a Vasr Esrarx 
ſhould be parcelled out amongſt Disrarrs- meaning the 
Siſters and Coherreſſes of Earl Joun. But the Kings of 
England, when this County devolved to the Crown, main- 
tained their ancient Palatine Prerogatives, and continued 
to hold their Courts---as the Kings of France did in the 
County of Champaign---that the honour of the Palati- 
nate might not be extinguiſhed by diſuſe. An Honour 
which was ever afterwards conferred upon the King's 
eldeſt Son; and, in tte firſt Inſtance, upon Epwanp, 
Heir apparent of this very Henry. But when this martial 
Prince had unhappily been taken Priſoner in the Battle of 
Lewes, he was obliged to regain his Liberty, by plucking this 
ineſtimable Jewel out of his Princely Diadem, and reſigning 
it to the Victorious Baron, Simon Montfort, Earl of Lei- 
ceſter; as the valuable Reward, and indeed the only 


adequate Purchaſe, of his Ranſom. 


Simon Montfort being ſoon afterwards ſlain in the Battle of Eveſham, the 
Palatinate reverted to the Crown: and Richard the Second, by a ſolemn Act of the 
whole legiſlature, erected it into a Principality, as a ſplendid augmentation of his 
royal Titles; ſtiling bim/e/f, PrIncees CesTRI&, His Succeſſor, Henry the 
Fourth, repealed this Act, and reſtored thoſe Palatine- Prerogatives which it enjoys 
to this Day, 


Camden's Brit. vol. i, pape 682, 
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After theſe Hiſtoric Anecdotes, I ſhall treſpaſs no longer 
upon your Friendſhip, than merely to explain the Origin of 
the Minſtrel- Furiſdiction, which I only barely hinted at, un- 
der the ſuperb Manſion, and Family of Dutton. And I ſhall 
then finally cloſe the Tædium of your Peruſal, and of this 
Poſtſcript, by preſenting you with a ſummary View of all the 
Manuſcripts in my poſſeſſion, towards a mew, and I ſhould 
hope, a not entirely undeſerving, Hiftory of our diſtinguiſhed 
County. 


Amongft the Military Atchievements of the renowned 
Farl Randal--his Heroic Enterpriſes againſt Llewellin, 
Prince of Wales, were not the. leaſt Inſtances of his un- 
daunted Proweſs. But being one day ſurpriſed, and ſur- 
rounded in his Caſtle of Rothlent in Flintſhire, by a Force 
infinitely - ſuperiour to his own ; he ſent Expreſſes, with 
the utmoſt privacy, to his great General, Roger Lacy,* 
carneſtly defiring his immediate Relief in this exigence of 
danger. Theſe Expreſſes found Lacy at Cheſter, during the 
Anniverſary of the Midſummer Fair. And, as the occaſion 


The Manſion and Lordſhip of Dutton, are now the property of Mrs. Bul- 
lock, wife of John Bullock, Eſq. of Falkborne-Hall, and Repreſentative of the 
Borough of Maldon, in Eſſex. 

2 Roger Lacy was ConsTaBLE of Cheſter. The duty of this high Officer, 
was to command the Vanguard ef che Earl's Army; and to be the Foremos in 
every Poſt of Danger, 
| "I was 
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was critically urgent, from the imminent peril of the EarFs 
Life ; this General immediately marched with a tumultuous 
Croud of Players, Fidlers, and AMuficians, and all the Per- 
ſons he could poſſibly aflemble--of whom great numbers 
had been tempted to Cheſter, by the celebration of this 
feſtal Anniverſary. Llewellin, alarmed at the approach of 
this vaſt Multitude, raiſed the Siege with the utmoſt Preci- 
pitation. And, after Earl Ranvarr's return in Triumph, 
the Effuſions of his Gratitude formed his firſt Acts of So- 
vereignty; by rewarding Lacr, with an excluſrve Prerogative 
over thoſe particular Trades and Myſteries, which had been 
exerciſed by theſe fortunate, and fignal Inſtruments of his 
Royal Preſervation. The ConsTasLe's Son, John Lacy, 
reſerved his exclufrve Privilege over ſome of thoſe Mechanic 
Occupations ; but granted the Minſtrel-Prerogative to Hucn 
Durrox of DurtTon, and his Heirs : the Son of that 
Rates DuTToN, who is ſuppoſed to have particularly 
marched at the Head of the Band of Minſtrels. Thus con- 
ſigning the Rule and Juriſdiction over this Mwfical Pro- 
feſſion to that Family, whoſe Anceſtor had ſo valiantly 
commanded them, in the capacity of a Body of Victorious 


Soldiers.“ | 
Let 


When the Earl's Triumphal Cavalcade made their Public Entry into Cheſter, 
after the Diſperſion of Llewellin and his Britons ; it is not improbable, that— 


like 
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Let me now preſent you with a ſummary View of thoſe 
Chefhire Manuſcripts, which are either at preſent in my Poſ- 
ſeſſion, or of which I have been favoured with the oblig- 


ing Proniiſe.---The Latter are printed in Italics. 


The Chethire Domeſday, peculiarly fo called 
The moſt Material Parts of the Cheſter Annals —— 
Ditto of the Hiſtory of the Earldom of Cheſter --- 
Several Extracts from Bradſhaw's Life of St. Werburgh 
A very improved and autkentic Copy of the Vale Royal 
A Tranſcript of Laurence Boſtoke's Collections --- 


Ditto of Sampſon Erdeſwicke's 


Ditto of Ralfe Starkie, the Antiquary 
Heraldical Viſitation of Ralſe Starkie, Merchant — 
Heraldical Hiſtory of Roger Wilcoxon ; another ditto 
Very Material Parts of the Holmes's Collections -- 

Dr. WWilliamſon's Compend of theſe Collections 
Biſhop Gaſtrel's of Ditto, in a large Folio Volume --= 
Tranſcript of Biſhop Stratford's Letters 


Ditto of Catherall's Collections. 
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Tranſcript 


Page 


13 
15 
16 
17 
27 
29 


41 
41 


like the Return of Saul after the Slaughter of the Philiſtines—his Victorigus 
« Minſtrels played before him, with Tabrets, and with Joy, and with all thcir 
“ Inſtruments of Muſic.” But whether they did or no, thus much is ind pu- 
tably certain; that the Muſicians always played upon their Inſtruments of Min— 
ſtrelſy, before the Earl of Cheſter's Repreſentative, the Lon v: DuTTon, in 
their Proceſſion to St. John's Church, at the Midſummer Aunvcriary, 
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Tranſcript of Mr. Vernons — == == je 
Sir William Brereton's Letters and Tranſactions in 

77 =... 5 6. te. 43 

Mr. Booth of Twemlowe's Colleftioms == — 44 
Aſhmole's Drawings of a Variety of Antiquarian Re- 

mains — — — — — 45 

Sir Peter Leyceſter's Collections, in 20 Volumes — 54 

Mr. Wilbraham's, for the Diſtrict of Namptwich -- 54 

Rev. Mr. Stones's, in 3 Volumes — — — 58 

Mr. Warburtom s, Somerſet Herald, in 4 Volumes — 59 

Mr. Carringtons — — — — a 

Dr. Gower's — — — Oy FR 61 

3 The late Recorder's of the City of Cheſter -- — 62 

Liber Petri Dutton, armigeri — — — 657 

Ledger Book of LV ale-Royal Abbey -- == — 68 


The following Manuſcripts have not been mentioned in 
the preceding Sketch of Materials; becauſe the Authours, 
and the Collectors of them, were equally unknown. But I 
am ſufficiently happy, either in the Promiſe, or the Poſſeſſion 
of them, 


1 A large Folio of 631 pages, containing a variety af 
very curious Miſcellaneous Obſervations, relative to the 


County and City of Cheſter; digeſted alphabetically. 
2 Another 
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2 Another Volume in Folio, containing the 7 nquifitions poſt 


mortem, from the 33d year of Edward the Third to the 24th 


of Henry the Seventh.---Both which have been commu- 
nicated to me through the extreme kindneſs of Mr. Lowe, 


of Chriſtleton. 


3 A Fxdary in Folio of all the Tenures in Capite, dur- 
ing the Reign of Philip and Mary ; tranſmitted to me by 
the Rev. Mr. Price, Bodley-Librarian, with that commu- 


nicative zeal, which is peculiar to the literary friend of every 
intended publication. 


4 Another Volume in Folio, of the moſt ancient and 
famous City of Cheſter. 


55 6 Two Quarto Volumes treating of Cheſter ; ſent to 
me in the moſt obliging manner by Mr. Speed, Deputy Re- 
giſter,---One of them is arranged under 38 Chapters. 


7 Another Volume in Quarto, upon the ſame Subject. 
---This too was tranſmitted through the Favor of the Rev. 
Mr. Price, Bodley-Librarian. 


8 A thin Quarto Volume, on the Siege of Cheſter, com- 


municated through the very friendly civility of the Rev. 
Mr. Harwood, 
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9 A curious Treatiſe in Quarto, infcribed Liber B, con- 
taining many valuable Materials; and entruſted to me with 


the greateſt Inſtances of Benevolence and Regard, by the 
Rev. Mr. Allen,“ Rector of Torpcrley. 


10 A fair Manuſcript in Octavo, of 200 pages, principally 
relating to the City of Chefter ; but including a variety of 


. Remarks -very kindly and obligingiy ſent to 
me by Miſs Tilſton of Cheſter. 


11 Several Manuſcripts in the Poſſeſſion of Mr. Orme of 
Cheſter ; which he has genteely promiſed me the Uſe of. 


12 A Tranſcript, in a /arge Folio Volume, of Miſcel- 
lancous Articles, under the following Titles. 

The Family and Deſcent of Hugh Earl of Cheſter. 

The Acts of the Seven Earls of Cheſter. 

Extracts from the Chronicles of Roger of Cheſter. 

Extracts from the Chronicles of the Abbey of St. Wer- 
burgh. 

Of the Holy Virgin St. Werburgh. 
Extracts from the Chronicles of the Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory 
of Cheſter, brought down from the earlieft Times to the 
year 1410, by John Rochford. 


Mr. Allen has favoured me with a ſtill more valuable Manuſcript ; which has 
been commemorated in the preceding Sketch, 


Some 
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Some Hiſtorical Accounts of the Abbey of Stanlaw, 
founded by John Lacy, Conſtable of Cheſter, and Baron of 
Halton, A. D. 1172; with a Catalogue of the Abbots. 

Some Particulars of the Abbey of Stanlaw, and of the 
Family of the Laceys, the Founders of it. 

Of the Genealogy of the Founders of the Abbey of Stan- 
law. A 

A Chronicle of the Abbey of Stanlaw. 

The Charter of the Abbey of Pulton 115 3. 

The Charter of Roger, Con/table of Cheſter, to the Pri- 
ory of Norton. 

The Pedigrees of the Families of Bo/toke and Egerton in 
Cheſhire. 


13 Another Tranſcript in Folio, containing Charters of 
Confirmation, of the Dignity of Earl of Chefter, to the 
King's eldeſt Son, in the following Inſtances --- Edward, 
the Black Prince, Son of Edward the Third --- Prince 
Edward, Son of Henry the Sixth --- Prince Arthur, Son of 
Henry the Seventh --- with a particular Account, in what 
manner the u/ual Mis of 3000 Marks was raiſed by the 


es Mrs, are alſo thoſe Offerings, which the Subjects of the Palatinate of 
*« Chefter make to every Earl, at his Acceſſion, for the Enjoyment of their an- 
* cnt Immunities. As an inſtance, we have becen informed, that the Miſe paid 


« to Charles the Firſt, when he was created Earl of Cheſter, was about 2000 J.“ 
Spelman's Gloſlary, 


He was the /aft Earl, who was advanced to this High Dignity, with all the 
Ceremonial of a pompous Inveſtiture, 


Palatinate z 


* renn 


Palatinate“, as a kind of free Gift from the Subjects to their 
Prince, upon his actual Inveſtiture with the Dignity of this 
Earldom. — In this Volume is an old Map of Cheſhire, 
printed about the year 1579, and elegantly coloured; on 
the fides of which, are ſeveral curious Memorandums, with 
the Names of all the Juſtices of the- Peace at that time in 
the County. 


14 CxsTRIA HAUSTRATA 3 or, The Armorial Bearings of 
every individual Gentleman in the County of Cheſter, taken 
about the Year 1730. 


15 A Tranſcript of many Cheſhire Particulars from the 
Couchiß- Books of the Dutchy of Lancaſter; more eſ- 
pecially from Tom. i. inſcribed Comitat. Ceſtriæ. 


16 Several CutsnirReE Manuſcripts, in the Hand Ii, riting of 
that great Antiquary Sir WiLLlaw Ducpartt, now in the 
Library of the very ancient and diftinguiſhed Family of 
the MainwariNGs of Peover; deſcendants, by the Female 

Line, from Hung CrvtLiioc, the fifth Earl. of Cheſter. 
Which, the preſent Baronet, Sir HRNRTY MAIN wARIN , has 


: As the Original Misz-Book is ſu ppoſed to be loſt,, the Recovery of it cer- 
tainly becomes a Part of our Hifteric-De/iderata. And I have the Pleaſure: of 


informing; you, that there is an authentic Copy of this ancient # Misz-Book amongſt 
the Manuſcripts of Sir Peter Leyceſter. 


offered 
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offered me the liberal Uſe of, as well as of his whole Collec- 
tion, in a manner the moſt polite, and the moſt engaging that 


is poſſible. 


17 Under ſimilar circumſtances, with the preceding ar- 
ticle, is the following -Some Delineations of ancient Ceſ- 
trian Remains, by the elegant Draughtſman of my eſteemed 
Friend, Thouas PENN AN T, Eſq. of Downing in Flintſhire ; 
the ſenſible and ingenious Author of BRITISH Zoolocr. 


18 Upon this Head of Delineations, may it not be too 

il! much of the Egotiſt, to add? Several hundred Drawings 

of, curious Seals, Coats of Arms, and Antiquarian Re- 

mains, copied from very ancient and authentic Draughts 

ſtill exiſting---by an ingenious Artiſt under my own Inſpec- 
tion. 


Such, my dear Friend, is a Summary View of the en- 
larged, and copious Treaſure of Materials for a Hiſtory of 
Cheſhire.---As a mere Ca ralocuz, it muſt at leaſt have 
fatigued, if not diſguſted, you, by that dull Repctition, 
which is inſeparable from every methodical Arrangement. 
With your obliging Permiſſion, then, ſhall I endeavour to 
relieve, and if poſſible, to charm away theſe diſagreeable ſen- 
ſations, by preſenting you with one Quotation more from the 


x This moſt agreeable piece of intelligence was received, during the time theſe 
ſheets were in the Preſs. 


2 cele- 


go 


celebrated and much-admired Poet? Whoſe general Bound- 
aries of our illuſtrious County, in his pictureſque and 
beautifully deſcriptive Manner, may at the ſame time per« 
haps be neither an improper, nor an unpleaſing, Concluſion. 
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of this imperfect Sketch--- 


The preſent chief Magiſtrate of this ancient City, is Mr. Lawton ; whos 


THE GENERAL BOUNDARIES OF CHESHIRE ;. 


IN THE DESCRIPTIVE-POESY OF MICHAEL DRAYTON. 


* Oh! Thou thrice-happy Shire, confined: ſo to be 


„ *Twixt two, ſuch famous Floods, as Mexsty is, and DEx. 


„Thy Dex, upon the eſt, from WarLes doth thee divide; 
* Thy Mexszr, on the North, from the LAN cASTRTAN Side, 


« And tow'rds the DEABVYAN Peake and Monet anDs—which do draw 


& More mountainous and wild—the high crown'd SauTLIxNGs-Law 
« And MorExcoy are thy Mounds; with thoſe proud Hills, whence rove- 
% The lovely Siſter Brooks, the Silv'ry Daze and Dove. 
Clear Dove, that makes to Trent; the other to the West: 
« But, in that famous Town moſt happy, of the Reſt, 
« From which thou tak'ſt thy Name—Fair CatsTtr IU call'd of old 
« CAER-LroIiON—hilſt, proud Rome her Conqueſts here did hould;. | 
« Of thoſe, her Lec1ons known, the Faithful Station then "ts 
So ſtoutly held to zack, by the near North. Wales Men. | 
% Yet, by her own right Name, ſhe'd rather called be, 
« As her the Britons term'd, the Fox x ess uPun Des. | 
« Or—vainly ſhe may ſeem a Mir ATE to ſtand, 
« Th* imaginary work of ſome huge Giant's hand, 
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kindly ſuperintends the Sale and Diſperſion of this Letter. 
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